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The European Centre for Law and Justice is an international, Non-
Governmental Organization dedicated to the promotion and protection of human 
rights in Europe and worldwide. The ECLJ holds special Consultative Status 
before the United Nations/ECOSOC since 2007.  
 
 
The ECLJ engages legal, legislative, and cultural issues by implementing an 
effective strategy of advocacy, education, and litigation. The ECLJ advocates in 
particular the protection of religious freedoms and the dignity of the person with 
the European Court of Human Rights and the other mechanisms afforded by the 
United Nations, the Council of Europe, the European Parliament, the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), and others.  
 
 
The ECLJ bases its action on “the spiritual and moral values which are the 
common heritage of European peoples and the true source of individual 
freedom, political liberty and the rule of law, principles which form the basis of 
all genuine democracy” (Preamble of the Statute of the Council of Europe). 
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Introduction 
 
This report contains numerous testimonies of the victims of police brutality. This brutality was 
directed against the social movement in defence of the family, which challenges the law opening 
marriage and adoption of children to same-sex couples.  For the most part, these testimonies have been 
communicated by the victims' lawyers. They allow overlap, to corroborate and to prove facts which, 
for a country such as France, are grave and have been unprecedented for decades. 
Indeed, since late 2012, numerous French citizens have conducted peaceful protests throughout France 
in order to defend the family and the rights of children, in opposition to this new law, which creates a 
right to marriage and the adoption of children to same-sex couples. Due to its enormous size, this 
social movement is the largest in France since May 1968. 
 
The three major demonstrations, as well as the many "vigils," were held in a peaceful and friendly 
atmosphere, causing no destruction of private or public property. However, the government responded 
in a manner unacceptable in a democracy, responding as if they were subduing a violent faction. It 
threatened its prohibition; it repressed it through the inappropriate use of tear gas and police violence 
against the crowds; and finally it arrested and arbitrarily detained the demonstrators by the hundreds. 
 
Therefore, from the 24th to the 26th of May, around 350 people were arrested and held in custody for 
up to three days. Of these 350 people, only seven were convicted, and only to light sentences. The 
other arrests were arbitrary and were aimed to stop the social movement, in violation of fundamental 
freedoms of expression and manifestation. 
 
In addition to the 350 arrests, hundreds of people were arrested and detained for several hours under 
the pretext of identity checks. Often, they were arrested based on “facial discrimination” i.e. for 
wearing clothing marked with the symbol of the movement. 
 
At no time have the legality of these arrests been checked by an independent magistrate. This 
demonstrates a serious and structural dysfunction of the procedures of identity checks and of police 
custody, which were employed as arbitrary sanctions, imposed without judgment. 
 
The identities and finger prints of the demonstrators arrested are at present held by the police, which is 
in violation of their rights, as determined by the European Court of Human Rights in its decision in 
M.K. v. France on April 18, 2013 (19522/09). The ECLJ therefore requests that the names of the 
people arrested and not prosecuted be erased from the files. 
 
As we write these lines, the ECLJ shares the concern of numerous people regarding the sentencing of 
Bernard-Nicolas Buss; a twenty three year old Parisian student, who was arrested Sunday, June 16th 
on the Champs-Elysees in Paris after a peaceful demonstration. Prosecuted for resisting arrest, he was 
sentenced Wednesday, June 19th to four months in prison, two of which are non-suspended, and was 
immediately imprisoned in Fleury-Merogis. There he was put in solitary confinement. All of this, 
however, without his being charged with any act of violence against persons or property by the judges. 
 
These practices must cease, be denounced and condemned. 
 
This report will be submitted to the competent bodies of the Council of Europe and the United Nations 
in Geneva. It will serve to document the various proceedings initiated by the victims, elected officials 
and NGOs which are currently before these institutions. If necessary, it will be updated. 
 
 
We now give the floor to the victims. 
 
 

Grégor Puppinck, 
Directeur de l’ECLJ. 
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Part 1: Regarding the demonstration on the 24th of March 2013 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

Introductory summary of the testimonies: 
 
About a million people demonstrated on this day in the streets of Paris. The gross 
underestimation by the government of the number of protesters present endangered the 
safety of this gathering.  Indeed, a large number of protesters found themselves confined 
in very restricted spaces and an excessive amount of streets were blocked by security 
forces (especially on the corner of Tilsit Street and Avenue Carnot). This feeling of being 
"imprisoned" is the origin of much of the tension between the protestors and the police. 
The police were also repeatedly reported to be antagonizing the protesters. 
At the slightest movement of the crowd, the police immediately and repeatedly used tear 
gas to contain them and to cause them to disperse. 
Nobody was spared: women, children, elderly, disabled: people were trampled on and 
beaten. A woman was even crushed by a police van. 
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Testimony No.1 no the demonstration on the 24th of March 2013 by an anonymous member 
of the security for Manif pour tous (demonstrations for all ) 
 
“On March 24th, I was the leader of a voluntary team in the ‘underground stream’. My team 
had been assigned to the George V metro, so on the Champs Elysées. We arrived at 10a.m., 
the CRS( the French riot police ) had already been on the look out, the didn’t stop to give us 
instructions that we must prevent any sort of gathering. Later, a little before noon, it seemed 
to me that the underground has been closed. The CRS asked us to go up to the Champs. I 
didn’t want to move without the permission of the head of my sector but we were forced to 
leave. We went back up, the CRS asked us to stay with them on rue de Tilstit, to further guide 
the protesters who were arriving on foot. They had formed a barrier where they guided the 
people, and we were a few metres away to provide information.  
I think the CRS liked our presence, even though there was only 10 volunteers between us, 
because we reassured the protesters who didn’t trust the CRS or who didn’t want to take 
orders from them. The situation became difficult because a lot of the protesters didn’t want to 
leave the Champs Elysées. Furthermore the CRS kept an eye on us, staying right behind each 
of us to listen to the directions we were giving the protesters to make sure that we weren’t 
inviting the protesters to stay on the Champs Elysées.  
At one point we even found ourselves stuck between two cords of CRS, we had no freedom. 
The more and more protesters arrived on foot to the Champs Elysées, the CRS were also 
becoming more numerous. The tension was mounting. Avenue de la Grande Armée was full 
and according to the instructions of the heads of sectors et of the CRS, we had to direct the 
protesters towards Avenue Foch, so that they met at la Porte Dauphine, then so that they could 
fill Avenue Foch.  
 
It was there that I realized there was a problem: many protesters returned to us. In fact, 
between Avenue des Champs Elysées and Avenue Foch, avenue Victor Hugo they were faced 
with CRS barriers. So, they couldn’t rejoin the demonstration because of the CRS! At the 
same time, the CRS of Rue de Tilstit threatened me to question the protesters who stayed at 
the Champs if I didn’t manage to make them leave. The protesters began to get impatient/ lose 
their temper and some slogans were defused, the CRS jumped at the opportunity to take out 
their artillery (shields, clubs..), and then things turned sour….. I barely had time to explain to 
the CRS of rue de Tilstit that if there were protesters on Champs Elysées, it was because of 
the other barrier of the CRS, it was too late when they called their colleagues to lift the 
barrier.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 2 of another member of security, Patrick Magnan, of the Manif pour tous 
on the 24 of March 2013 
 
“We were called in to help after notification of the first problem. Here’s the video of what 
happened just after our arrival: 
 
 

 we see in this video that the protesters tore down a barrier and left with it; it is at this 
moment that the police go out to retrieve it ( they probably would have done better to 
have left it !) and that there were gas jets.  
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We hardly see any team member of the security for the ‘Manif pour tous.’ Therein, lies the 
problem. The protesters were in contact with the law enforcements. When we got to a security 
cordon, it gradually lowered the tension, even if I had to exchange a few blows with the CRS 
during an attempt to cross the barrier. The protesters, worked up, seeing that they could no 
longer pass, left towards Avenue Grande Armée in order to find another passage. I can state 
that there were very vindictive and radical demonstrators: probably skilled agitators whose 
attitude made me think that they were external to the LMPt ( but rather in the same dress code 
as the protesters!), but equally there were good fathers and mothers of families of all ages, 
excited. Their goal was to get to the Champs Elysées. 

 It was missing some vital safety measures:  
1. Guarantee the continuity of the cordon across the width of it, by calling more crew if 

necessary: an outburst and a brief and violent contact with the CRS took place because of it on 
one of the sides.  

 2. To impose sufficient free space between the LMPT security cordon and the barriers just behind. 
The lack of sound relays on Avenue Foch permitting protesters to follow the speeches and to be 

informed on what was happening could create frustration contributing to their overall feeling 
of annoyance. 

I think the contraction of the communication of the organizers of LMPT on the Champs Elysées 
contributed to the attempts to uncontrolled behaviour and outbursts by the protesters.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 3 from Dauphine Barrier, welcome volunteer on the 24th of March 2013 
 
“I was a volunteer for the sector of the Porte Dauphine where we could state that the traffic 
never stopped. It was up to the volunteers to manage the traffic while the protesters came 
streaming from the underground and Avenue Bugeot and that they were joining at Porte 
Maillot. The cars came especially against the path of Avenue Foch on the side of Porte 
Maillot. Not a single policeman was there to stop the cars, to direct or protect pedestrians. I 
asked an agent who was on a motorbike and who was watching, why the traffic had not 
stopped and when were they going to do it? His answer surprised me: ‘we have not received 
he order to stop the traffic. The demonstrators did not have to be here. The plan of action 
provided that they would be at Porte Maillot. It was planned that the demonstrators would 
pass by Porte Dauphine.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 4 from Beatrice Buisset about the manifestation of March 2013 
 
“We arrived at around 1pm by the Métro Concorde. Going up to Champs Elysées, with our 
shirts and flags, we were stopped several times by the police, who left us pass after a talk, or 
after asking us to tidy away the flags. But what sticks out for me the most that I keep thinking 
about and what drove me to write to you, its everybody told us: ‘don’t worry, there will be no 
problem, it will be okay.’  
‘We waited in front of a barrier at the corner of Rue Tilsitt and Avenue Carnot. The bulk of 
the people who were waiting, were like me, people extremely frustrated for having come all 
this way, all the financial sacrifices and organisation it took to come and to find ourselves 
stuck behind a barrier without seeing or hearing anything. Suddenly, the police threw my 
husband who was just in front of me, over the barrier; he had to hold his arms above his head 
in order to not get hit in the face.  
Once the protest ended, to find the metro we followed the stream of people towards the south, 
and east, changing direction constantly because of the barricades and we arrived on the 
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Champs but only a single street led to the Champs that we could then go down in part, to find 
ourselves blocked lower by a wall of lorries, the streets to our right and left were also barred. 
We felt like we were up a Cul-de-Sac. 
Many of them said to us that they knew we were not the ‘bad ones’, one of them said to us 
that he would rather be wearing our shirts than his own ninja turtle uniform. Others showed us 
a route to bypass the next barricade. Every time we joked with them about official figures of 
the 13th of January, they contested everything.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 5 from Vincent Peyrelongue on the demonstration on the 24th of March 
2013 
 
“1.30 pm: I went back to the Champs Elysees with my family to join the demonstration. The 
children (5 between the ages of 15 and 8) had their LMPT hoodies and flags from the other 
gatherings. The police on patrol on the avenue came and asked them to hide their flags. They 
were just walking to to the avenue and they were not in any procession.  
5 pm: we leave in the other direction to go home. the police and the CRS had in the mean 
time installed anti riot equipment worthy of May 68 and blocked the passage of certain 
avenues to people who were just trying to get home. With an aggression, that we didn’t have 
with my colleagues at the CGT. When I pointed this out to them, the answer was: if you do 
not like it, you can go live in another country.”  
 
 
Testimony No. 6 from Mathieu Poletti on the prevention of weariing clothes of the ‘Manif 
pour Tous’ on the 24th of March 2013 
 
“The CRS asked a lot of people to remove their manifestation clothes and lots of signs under 
various pretexts, which they otherwise would have confiscated.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 7 from Francoise de Casabianca, about the demonstration on the 24th of 
March 2013 
 
“There was nine of us there that day, my sisters, aged 76 and 73, one of my daughters and her 
husband and their 4 children, aged 10, 9, 7 and 4. We were at Avenue Victor Hugo in order to 
join the Porte Dauphine, the police having told us that Avenue de la Grande Armée was 
inaccessible because it was full. We followed the stream of people, taking Paul Valery and the 
corner of Avenue Foch.  
‘Some heros shouted: ‘ it’s a disgrace, there are plenty of children’ and we turned around, 
while suffocating and crying. ‘ 
Rue Rude, we came across the police, distraught, who told us ‘ this is not normal, it will be 
reported’ and we were treated very kindly, even offering us one of their sprays.  
‘Yesterday I went to the police station on Avenue Mozart, 75016 to make a complaint; the 
policeman who received me pleasantly, and made many call to finally tell me that I could 
make a complaint against the police in the police station of this area, that I must go in the 
XIIeme et write to the TGI what I have not yet done because I am working.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 8 form Oliver Marie Gaudin, about the demonstration on the 24 of march 
2013: 
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We have seen and felt the tension of the police force, overwhelmed by the number, and not by 
the aggressiveness of the demonstrators: I saw people walking, sitting, waiting, talking, 
singing, playing guitar, with a trumpet … I especially saw people exchange peacefully a few 
words with the police or CRS. Around 3p.m., the whole place was barricaded with anti- riot 
barriers. ‘ 
Around 2pm, we arrived from Ternes station near Avenue de la Grande Armée. This was 
already inaccessible. The organizers (Yellow T-shirts ), showed us that we could join Avenue 
Foch by passing by the top of the Champs Elysées. What we managed to do without 
difficulty, because compared to what was put in place an hour later by the police was very 
‘light’ with a dozen lorries at most. At this moment, we entered without any difficulty onto 
the Place de l’Etoile, with a great number of other families, lots of children, young people and 
old people… we didn’t force the passage nor were we met with resistance.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 9 from Christine Le Grelle, about the demonstration on the 24th of March 
2013  
 
“I also saw the navy cars of the CRS and the white cars of the police parking in mass, who 
continued to come by the 20s …. One of the policemen told us that his unit was part of the 
morning of the Isere.  
There were barricades everywhere, and we were so numerous that we were getting crushed; at 
one moment ( it must have been 15h30- 16h), near us, a barricade moved and a bottleneck 
formed; around one hundred people, including myself, ended up on Place de l’Etoile…’  
‘We then saw policemen running everywhere ‘ this breach in their plan ‘ and ruthlessly 
pushing people, throwing them back,very brutally, on to those who were behind. There are 
only 2 or 300 people who actually managed to find themselves on Place de l’Etoile; others 
had actually tried to join them but were immediately sprayed with tear gas like they were 
thugs who wanted to break everything while all we wanted to do was to meet all together 
instead of being penned like animals …..” 
 
 
Testimony No. 10 from Mr. and Mrs. Richer de Forges, the 24th of March 2013  
 
“Arriving at Porte Dauphine at around 2h30 p.m., we were directed to wards Avenue Foch 
and were in the first part of the procession. Arrived in front of the barricades (a single row), 
the demonstrators packed to the point that the barricades slid about a meter forward. 
Gendarmes and policemen asked us to drop the barriers and to go back.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 11 Daniel X, on the 24th of March 2013 
  
“I arrived with my daughter at the top of Avenue Foch at around 3 p.m. The crowd found 
itself blocked by a barrage of police, protected by metal barricades, which prevented access to 
Place de l’Etoile, where we still saw protesters come nevertheless.  
Several people near to us including two women of over 70 years of age and a child of about 5 
years, were highly inconvenienced. 
I want to emphasize that the crowd did not exercise any violence against the barricade and the 
armed men who held it. She simply asked to continue chanting the slogans.  
I consider these shots against a crowd of peaceful demonstrators of all ages as unnecessary 
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brutality.  
In his response to inquiries, to the Council of Paris, Monsieur le Préfet de Police, improperly 
mixed up the peaceful demonstrators of Avenue Foch and dozens of troublemakers who 
protested later.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 12 from Camille Devilliers on the day of the 24th of March 2013 
 
“All the demonstrators, peacefully, continued to chant the usual slogans, adding these: ‘ CRS/ 
Commissioner with us !’, ‘ Let us, Champs!’, with energy but always with a smile, I can 
affirm this.  
Not a single one of us, present at the time, tried to force through the barricades. We were all 
static and respectful of the presence of the organizers (in red shirts) and of the CRS. We did 
not touch the barriers. We didn’t understand why the Place de l’Etoile was refused to us, 
because we were convinced that the podium was situated there. Not a single member of the 
CRS wanted to answer us and no one ordered us to move to the left, in the small street of 
Presbourg which lead to the Avenue of the Grande Armée. No one understood why we had 
been stopped, opposite a barrier of the CRS. We continued to protest and to sing. I must also 
add that there were people of all ages around me.  
Suddenly one of the CRS threw tear gas into the crowd where my youngest niece (11 years 
and a half ) and I, as well as the people around us (at least 1.50m ) received the brunt of it. We 
did not see it coming, no injunction / order had preceded this act of aggression.  
Then near Avenue de la Grande Armée and Avenue Foch, contrary to what Mr. Valls said, we 
heard several explosions of tear gas, saw and smelled the smoke of the gas rising several 
metres high.”  
 
Witness No. 13 from Constance de Magneral, HR of Manif pour tous who gathered some 
quotes from protesters reacting to the events of the 24th of March 2013  
 
“Hollande, when will you make a public apology for the contempt and injuries you have to 
these children and peaceful demonstrators.’  
‘ Papa, are we going to die?’ – This is the question that my children asked me, after having 
been gassed by the police force and the gendarmerie. ‘  
‘ Papa, why did the police gas us? Because normally they protect kind people ?’  
My son of 10 years, while crying, did not stop repeating: ‘ why did the police, who should be 
protecting us, do that to us, we have done nothing !’ 
‘ I beg you, do not make me do this’, this is a statement made to me by a policeman, when I 
fell to my hands and knees, because I had the carelessness of being pushed against the 
barriers, by a crowd who could no longer hold themselves still in a ridiculously small space, 
provided by the government.” 
 
 
Witness No. 14 from Francoise Besson, a lawyer at the Paris Bar, present at the event on 
the 24th of March, 2013 
 
“I participated at yesterday’s demonstration, wearing my lawyers robes. Having not been able 
to meet the group of lawyers at the beginning of the demonstration, not being able to access 
Avenue de la Grande Armée, totally saturated, I attempted to reach Avenue Foch through 
Avenue Victor Hugo but a barrier was blocking access both in the direction of Etoile as well 
as rue de Traktir. 
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Meanwhile the crowd was becoming more dense et was asking to join Avenue Foch, its first 
row (I was in the first row in the middle of talking to a policeman.) were objects of 
projections of tear gas, fathers of families were molested by certain gendarmes, and taken 
towards trucks in spite of my courteous but firm protests and the effects of gas. 
 Access to Avenue Foch was eventually authorized. I attempted to access Avenue de la 
Grande Armée through Rue Rude, and after several unsuccessful attempts, we finally 
succeeded.  
The crowd was so dense that a narrow opening to access la Place de l’Etoile was authorized, 
almost empty at around 3 p.m.  
The place gradually filled but it was never full, the bulk of the crowd remained massed behind 
the podium of Avenue de La Grande Armée. 
At the square with some other colleagues, I got wind of ‘gassing’ from Christine Boutin, 
which had just happened and then assisted that (?), without any warning, to children, elderly 
people, demonstrators who, a few minutes beforehand were discussing peacefully with the 
police.  
Yet, when I had asked a CRS the question at around 4 p.m., he had told me that he had had no 
knowledge of a single act of violence by the protesters.  
Later I saw a police cordon just blocking the left part ( coming from l’Etoile ) from Rue Tilsit: 
while people were trying to leave the places to go home by crossing place de l’Etoile: a 
passerby informed me that it had gone badly, and I went up with two colleagues. Indeed, 
those who were attempting to cross the barrier were prevent of it by the police, some of them 
in uniform and others in civilian clothes who were only wearing a red armband with the word 
‘ POLICE’.  
I saw a policeman ‘gassing’, without any warning, people at close range, pushing them 
violently until they fell while their colleagues with the red badges were hitting them with a 
baton.  
Gassed again, I intervened by saying to the police that they were violating basic rules, in 
attacking non-violent people who were only trying to go home.  
This did nothing. So I then went to warn the CRS who were aligned to prohibit people going 
around the Arc de Triomphe by the right.: at first they didn’t believe me, then some of them 
looked embarrassed, while others said to me that it could involve the militia of the city hall of 
Paris.’ 
I told them that I would not fail to testify to what I had seen. While access to the Champs 
Elysées had been forbidden, but in practice, access to l’Etoile had been authorized in mid-
afternoon because the prescribed space to protesters was clearly insufficient which became 
dangerous for them. We had the feeling, a little before the official end of the protest, that the 
police force were preparing to set a trap for protesters who, could neither access Avenue de la 
Grande Armée nor even L’Arc de Triomphe, had gathered on the part of the Champs between 
the barrier of CRS de l’Etoile and the Rond Point, as those who were coming out of Avenue 
de la Grande Armée m would be tempted to join them.  
I then learned that in fact, many people had been gassed, and then charged without any 
warning, some were clubbed, while seated near the Rond-Point, talking and singing.  
Worse, they struggled to escape the Champs being reminded that most of the close-by metro 
stations remained closed and that the police blocked several adjacent streets.  
Like all my colleagues, professors of law and judges present, I was shocked by the actions of 
the police and even of the gendarme.  
Like them, I think that this demonstration was not wanted by the government who attempted 
to disrupt, cause real wrongdoing on the part of the protesters and thus discredit them.  
But, I did not see a single demonstrator physically attack the police force but rather defend 
themselves.  
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If the protesters had not been correct, the overflows would have had much more serious 
consequences.  
To summarize I witnessed a denial of democracy, a violation of basic of our law, shocking 
scenes. 
For those who find it shocking to bring along children to protest, remember it was a 
demonstration by families to defend the family: the one on the 13th of January went well 
because the government had authorized an almost free movement.  
Finally I did not hear of a single act of vandalism.”  
 
 
Testimony No. 15 of Stanislas de Guigné, lawyer, present on the 24th of March 2013 at the 
Paris demonstration 
 
“Lawyer, father of two children, I attended Sunday the 24th of March at the demonstration 
organized in Paris against the Taubira bill. More specifically, I had opted to go home by rue 
de Tilsitt at around 4.30 p.m., and it had been given to me to witness a certain number of 
assaults committed by the police.  
I am taken aback by the huge difference in, what I saw on site and the official explanations 
given by the Prefet de Police and the Minister of the Interior. Not being the only one in this 
situation, I ask you to open an investigation or at least, to make an official state complaint on 
the illegitimate and disproportionate use of public force.  
In practice, this is what I have seen with my eyes (as evidenced by the attached photos to my 
electronic filing and, more broadly, by the number of videos and pictures available on the 
internet): 
While the use of a gas aerosol is an ‘individual personal defense tool when one is attacked’, 
the use of these tools was widely disproportionate to the ‘aggression’ suffered by the forces of 
order. Nothing justifies the extensive use of them which was made, nor the occasioned 
violence on the elderly and young people. I saw from my eyes children haggard, eyes 
reddened by the acrid smoke of the gas, in front of their parents who were literally mad with 
incomprehension. I saw with my own eyes an old lady sitting in a state of shock on the 
footpath, explaining that she had been subjected to a charge from the CRS. I saw with my 
own eyes an old man in an overcoat being shoved violently and harnessed like a Teutonic 
knight by the CRS. From what threat was he exactly protecting? Where is the ‘proportionate 
and measured response’ on which the Prefect prides itself?  

- a few dozen protesters have had vindictive and insolent behavior, without 

comparison, however, with other protests that the police had to regulate ( i.e. 

reasonable slogans, unmasked faces, not a single degradation of public places, 

throwing of missiles extremely rare and limited to non dangerous objects, total 

absence of clubs or other handguns …). This zeal to enforce public order, we would 

like to see it at work in other circumstances, not a place de l’Etoile and against family. 

In fact, bordering/riverside of the Champs Elysées, I could be witness, at other events 

(football matches, especially), to far more aggressive and violent crowd movements 

(Slogans hostile to the Republic, driving scooters on the opposite side of public roads, 

verbal attacks…) under the impassive gaze of police who refrained from intervening 

for so little; 

 The aggression of the police operation (CRS denying access to the Champs Elysées, 
the baton in his hand like he was opposite commandos of nihilistic punk.) was 
incommensurate with the moderation of the demands of protesters and the reality of 
the threat to public order. It is understood that the excess of this operation could 
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exasperate some protesters already animated by the very distinct feeling of being 
shunned by their elected representatives.  

Is it common to define the ‘authorised’ perimeter of a demonstration with over equipped 
police cordons? Is the danger so great? Is it normal to see police forces use tear gas to 
disperse some excited young people, even when there are elderly people and children visibly 
in immediate proximity, not provoking anybody but simply victims of the restlessness and 
disorganization of the police force? 
Is it acceptable to have to find that the authorities responsible for maintaining public order 
persistently refuse to disregard the real measure of a movement that they were, once again, 
overwhelmed from all sides? Was it necessary, in order to open the eyes of the Préfet de 
Police de Paris that the children were bruised?” 
 
 
Witness No. 16 from Henri de la Brosse on what happened the 24th of March 2013 
 
“My grandmother of 89 years came to protest on Avenue de la Grande Armée. She came by 
bike (yes, she is fit, my grandmother). After an hour, she was tired and went back. So she 
went back to hr bike which was locked a few streets away. but while passing at the end of 
Avenue Foch, the CRS prevented her from moving forward. I think they must have been 
afraid of this old lady with a cane. Then she found herself in the middle of other 
demonstrators who had been gassed by the CRS!” 
 
 
Witness No. 17 from Valérie Aubin, on the events of March 24th, 2013 
 
“We got stuck at Porte Maillot till 3.30 p.m., in the middle of the crowd. There was no 
aggression, sometimes we sang in chorus, we waved our flags, nothing too bad, we were 
waiting, like everyone else.  
When we heard talk that it was necessary to go back because it was too crowded and that the 
avenues Foch and Carnot were going to be open, we decided to rejoin Avenue Carnot, 
because our car was parked near Champs. We walked around le Palais de Congres and 
rejoined Avenue Carnot by Avenue des Ternes and rue d’Armaille. We intended on bypassing 
then L’Etoile by rue Tilsitt. We arrived at the top of Avenue Carnot at 3.45p.m. and there was 
hardly anybody there, but it started to fill up slowly. The CRS behind the barriers were 
apparently relaxed, even agreeing to talk a little with some of us. And then a group of young 
people arrived chanting ‘open! Open!’ The face of the CRS closed. They regrouped because 
of this small group.  
And in addition, when I read (on the site of Figaro, for example ), that ‘ Manuel Valls also 
recalls that the police have never used ‘tear gas’ in the crowd but have used ‘occasionally’ 
‘aerosol gas’ to disperse the most aggressive demonstrators. IT’S FALSE!!! There are at least 
4 people who can attest it! Aerosol gas doesn’t make explosions! And protesters on site were 
mostly not aggressive.” 
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Witness No. 18 from Armelle Martin on the events of the 24th of March 2013 
 
“Avenue Foch the pressure became stronger, some people clung to the barriers, however, 
without trying to step over them. A CRS punched my father because he was shouting to let us 
pass, clearly his colleagues did not approve. We saw them equip themselves with riot gear 
and they threw tear gas repeatedly with any kind of warning. By launching the first on the rest 
of the packed crowd at the back, causing people to scramble and just missed causing 
injuries?... Every time the protesters (including myself) came back calmly against the barriers, 
singing La Marseillaise or shouting ‘freedom’, ‘democracy’, ‘let us join the other protesters’, 
‘we want to be seen and be in mass’, ‘ they will not expect us, we don’t want it to start again! 
Etc…. on several occasions there were jets of gas aimed at the elderly, teenagers and 
protesters who had done nothing but sing and shout… the police presence had changed 
repeatedly and we really believed that they were authorizing Place de l’Etoile in view of the 
world. In short, I can assure you that we did not defy law enforcement, for whom we have 
respect and whose members were friendly for the most part (especially the gendarmes) “ 
 
 
Testimony No. 19 from P. N. on the day of the 24 of March 
  
“While I was with Deputy Hervé Marion who intervened to issue an appeal to the protesters 
to calm down and to ask the protesters who surrounded him to not fall into the trap set by the 
government to discredit this popular demonstration. Before this mediation Hervé Mariton 
took care to speak with the head of the CRS who left us access the protesters so we could call 
for calm and to avoid unnecessary provocations. (we arrived from the side of the CRS and 
crossed the police to get access to the protesters.) At the moment when a dialogue was being 
established between the elected republican and the protesters, the CRS broke out in violence 
without the slightest warning. Stuck between the CRS cordon and the protesters with several 
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TV journalists in order to negotiate we were immediately overwhelmed by the violence and 
the suddenness of the attack. I was crushed and trampled on ruthlessly with two journalists 
who were at my side. One of them left the avenue in an ambulance with a completely broken 
camera.”  
 
 
Testimony No. 20 from Cassien Thery on he saw on the 24th of March 2013  
 
“I could see Mr. Copé 15m from me trying in vain to reason with police.”  
 
 
Testimony No. 21 from Marie Duthilleul on the scenes of the 24th of March 2013 
 
“We were talking in front of the fence near PUBlicis Drugstore. All was calm and quiet, 
certain groups were sitting at the foot of the fence, the CRS filmed with their IPads over the 
fence. At regular intervals, the CRS sent tear gas to get us to move back.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 22 from Charles- Edouard X on a fact of March 24th 2013  
 
“A blind man was gassed three times.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 23 Michelle Schleiffer on her real-life experience on the 24th of March 2013 
 
“The police, probably surprised by the flow of people, including young children, who were 
coming by Avenue Foch, used teat several times against us ( I was hit twice ) “ 
 
 
Testimony No. 24 from Edouard Prost on the 24, March 2013  
 
“We heard ‘pouf pouf’ which we assumed to be tear gas grenades going off (and so much 
more aggressive than ‘les pschitts bombinettes’ by the police.”  
 
 
Testimony No. 25 from René de Laigue on the 24th of March 2013 
 
“I was 30 metres from the barricades which blocked access to Place de l’Etoile. 
Demonstration good child?.. Suddenly 5 or 6 tear gas bombs exploded near the barriers, 
without a single shout or movement had left us thinking there was a problem there. 
Demonstrators recoiled, their eyes affected. I complained to the CRS qho blocked access to 
the Grande Armée by street Tilsit-Presbourg. In every answer he said to me:’ don’t stay there, 
there’s going to be trouble. The crowds started singing la Marseillaise in response to this 
attack.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 26 from Paul Ignatovitch on the day of the 24th of March, 2013  
 
“After a while, we couldn’t take it anymore, we were choking, we were crying. Moreover, it 
was the police pulled out the fastest and not the CRS.  
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Testimony No. 27 from Odile and Norbert Poinas on the day of the 24th of March, 2013 
 
“On leaving I went to see the CRS to ask them how it was possible that they could gas 
families. They answered that there was ‘too much pressure on the barricades.’’  
 
 
Testimony No. 28 from Quentin X on the day of the 24th of March 2013 
  
“Last Sunday, caught in a stampede, while I was on the ground, I was struck by several CRS: 
a blow by a helmet, a punch and tear gas in the face. Following the violence, the medicals 
gave me three stitches on my head. I made a complaint yo the Complaints and Disciplinary 
Board. “ 
 
 
Testimony No. 29 from Francois Ardant on the facts of the 24th of March 2013 
 
“While young children were gassed, two unidentified youths climbed on the front and breaks 
a part of the CRS vehicle, at the top of the Champs Elysées, 2 metres from there, the CRS did 
not intervene, even though it lasted for more than one minute. It was at this place and at this 
moment when the photo had been taken which was all over the headlines of the newspapers in 
about the wild behaviour. It seems to me that the normal procedure is that young climbers can 
be cleared quickly with just a shot of tear gas. No, they were knowingly allowed to do 
whatever they wanted, creating a rise in the tension. If the authorities were trying to create 
visuals showing that the organisers couldn’t control the demonstration’, they would not be 
taken there otherwise.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 30 from Christian Matton, on the demonstration of the 24th of March 2013 
 
“The people who found themselves on the Place de l’Etoile like me at around 4.30p.m. – 
5p.m. did not try and break though any barricades.  

 Curiously, the police prevented the same peaceful protesters from coming back into 
the main body of the LMPT. Making them think that they were trapped without 
knowing through where to pass. One of the fundament things about maintaining order 
was forgotten, which is to always leave a way out for a crowd.  

 The local commander was either too incompetent to appreciate what was going on, or 
wanted to cause the incident. But I remember having seen several commissioners who 
were perfectly capable of making this assessment before the violence started  

 The CRS should be better trained to deal with their stress. 
 All the images that I could see in the loop and relative to this niche space of time show 

many unwanted gassings, sometimes against the protesters who are far from being in 
contact with the police (several metres, in fact). And especially, no image supports the 
theory of there being aggressive and violent protesters… where were are the hoods, 
scarves, bolts and batons ? 

 ‘A commander of the CRS was there, I talked with him and he admitted had rarely 
seen ‘such a mess’. 
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Testimony No. 31 from Grégoire X. in the 24th of March 2013 
  
After having been directed from Place Victor Hugo to Avenue Foch by the organizers, I 
arrived at the corner of Avenue Malakoff at around 2.40/45 p.m. while it had just been 
authorized by the police and I found myself by accident in the 20 metre procession which was 
moving slowly towards Rue De Presbourg. I must have arrived there at around 2.50/55p.m 
and the first gassing took place at 3.05p.m. So just 10 minutes after our arrival, as we were 
chanting our slogans without pushing at all: women, children (around 10 years old ), elderly 
were gassed. An elderly person was even beaten to the ground (not seen but heard). 
At 3.15 p.m., 10 mins later, 2nd gassing.  
At 3.35 p.m., 3rd gassing 
At 3.45 p.m.,4th gassing 
By being gassed every 10 minutes, we tried the podium of the Grande Armée. In the street of 
Presbourg, this advance at once and, with the movement of the crowd, we found ourselves on 
Place de l’Etoile without having seen a policeman on the path. They then cut us from the 
demonstration, forbidding us to return there with a series of gas explosions, the first I think at 
4.57 p.m., they didn’t stop until the end… the schedule is accurate because I sent a text to me 
wife(who had stayed at home to mind our baby) at every gassing.  
‘A CRS told me while I was leaving I asked him where the orders were coming from, that 
they came from above, and there his superior next to him told him to be quiet.”  
 
 
Testimony No. 32 from Franck de Frias on the 24th of March 2013 
 
At 6p.m. when you had declared the dispersal of the demonstration, the police those who were 
going by foot towards the east (in my case, the museum of Orsay) to go on the Champs 
Elysées. This large crowd found itself opposite a wall of CRS. In order to cross, we had to 
take a detour that non-Parisians would definitely not be aware of ( by passing through the 
streets of Marboeuf and Francois 1st for example ). In addition, the CRS moving all the time 
and those who did it, took a lot of time. So the forces of order are responsible for the presence 
of a lot of protesters on the Champs Elysées. 
 
 
Testimony No. 33 of Vincent Salette on the 24th of March 2013 
 
“I was on the Champs from 5.15p.m. till 8.15p.m.. 
I estimated that about 40,000 people passed by there. At 5p.m., a CRS at the top of Avenue 
Marceau indicated to me that access to the Champs is free, which was true (vie rue Galilée, 
rue Bassano or avenue George V) 
At 7.45 p.m. at the end of Champs, I ask a commander of the CRS how it will end. He tells 
me that the demonstration is authorised till 8p.m. and then they will use loudspeakers to 
disperse the crowds. At 7.55 p.m., the CRS spoke to 5 or 6 journalists, who were present. A 
second after 8 p.m., Without any warning from a loudspeaker or verbally, the CRS gassed the 
2000 people still present, who didn’t threaten anything at all, the first of whom were sitting 
peacefully.  
This is a manipulation of Manual Valls so that the media has violent images that they can put 
in the headlines. The basic ideas and the calculation of 1.2 million protesters is put in the 
background. This manipulation also took place in other places and the fact that we went on 
the Champs is not in question. Le GUD had only about 15 to 20 people and they were able to 
display their yellow flags with a black logo for only 5 minutes before the LMPT made them 
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fold them up (smoothly)” 
 
Testimony No. 34 from Francoise Faye on the 24th of March 2013 
 
“We were there, at the top, in front the Arc de Triomphe, on the left side, going around the 
small belt of Rue Tilsitt, Avenue Carnot, Friedland in order to go towards the Champs 
Elysées and take the subway. Everything was going well since the start of the afternoon, when 
suddenly the CRS watered walkers, not very numerous on this side, and used tear gas because 
they believed they had tried to force the barricades. THIS IS NOT TRUE.  
Apart from that, we were able to join the Champs Elysées without a problem: there was no 
need to force the barricades. On the other hand our children were crowded, pushed up against 
the barricades. This was becoming dangerous and the CRS took the initiative to open the 
barricades and to let pass this great number of people (the famous 100 or 200 people who 
were families not attackers) on the main part, preserved and empty and…. OH! Surprise! 
When they were in this zone, the CRS sprayed them with tear gas because they had crossed 
the forbidden part!!” 
 
 
Testimony No. 35 from Annie Rousseau on the day 24th of March 2013 
 
“I had been witness on Avenue Carnot that the protesters were gassed. The protesters were 
civilians. I saw a priest in a white and grey cassock crying, vigorously rubbing his eyes, and 
trying to breathe as a result of what had just breathed. He was bent over in two.(doubled over 
). I was 15 metres of CRS guarded fences away. The people were screaming, appalled for 
some, frightened for others where finally under the influence of gas. it was all the civilians, 
families, children, young and old people. All of the little streets that were around the Arc de 
Triomphe were blocked by the fences and people tried to see the screen installed at Avenue 
Jersey. “ 
 
 
Testimony No. 36 from Philippe Coiffard ib the gatherings of the 24th of March 2013 
 
“At the dissolution of the gathering, of course everyone reied to get to the nearest metro 
stations on the Champs Elysées but they were kept closed. As the traffic on the Champs 
Elysées was also not restored, obviously everyone invaded them. And without forcing the 
barricade, while arriving at the subway Georges V on each side of the Avenue (and without 
having been banned from entering at this level. And as the government had refused that the 
gathering take place on the Champs Elysées – this pretext was found so that the forces of 
order intervene at the slightest pretext. For me it was calculated to discredit the movement. 
Around me I saw families of kids, younger and older than me who didn’t seem to have the 
appearance or the behaviour of thugs.”  
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Testimony No. 37 form Thimothée on the 24th of March 2013  
 
“At 5.15 p.m., we had to leave again, our buses supposed to leave at 5.30p.m.! We climbed 
back up l’Etoile, taking Avenue Victor-Hugo where we came across a lot of people blocked 
by the CRS. 2 minutes later, some friends wanted to follow the same path, but the CRS 
blocked the passage to them. They were caught in a trap and would have to wait till 6p.m. to 
be able to leave l’Etoile, after having been violently gassed by the CRS while they only tried 
to leave to get their buses..But, why gas thousands of people ? to protect Mcdonalds on the 
Champs Elysées?” 
 
 
Testimony No. 38 from B. X, civil servant who had been at the demonstration of the 24th of 
March, 2013 
 
“We followed the flow of protesters who seemed to be going home (everyone was freezing 
cold and a little fed up who dispersed by rue de Traktir and we saw the police, who confirmed 
that we can in fact go to the champs. We went there quietly, deciding to only stay there for 5 
minutes ‘just to see’. The police along the way, directed us quietly by rue de Presbourg, then 
la rue Arsene Houssaye and gave us a wave to enter the Champs by Avenue Bertie Albrecht. 
Certain policemen even let a few curious protesters pass who wanted quietly to go directly on 
Place de l’Etoile at the Avenue d’Iena and Marceau. They asked their permission and the 
police let them pass by opening the barricades, as if it was all over. We followed the most 
important flow of people just to the Champs by Bertie Albrecht. Until then we only followed 
the directions of the police.  
At around 6.15 p.m., we returned on to the Champs, and we saw close to l’Arc de Triomphe 
the couriers of the CRS who were set in motion and who seemed to encircle those who had 
entered quietly (for those that we saw return by Iéna and Marceau) above.  
It felt like a trap. We said that laughing and saying to each other that it is unlikely. It seems 
unthinkable that the police would be that malicious. Then we wished to leave the Champs. 
We turned back towards Kléber, and then, suddenly, the same police who had invited us to 
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pass by here began to harden and close the cordon at Bertie Albrecht. We got out, just about, 
but a woman who was arriving quietly like us, was stopped and pressed against a wall without 
her understanding why this was happening. She was walking like she was leaving the 
demonstration…. Then the others, remained on the other side of the Champs wanted to leave 
too but they were blocked too. The trap seemed to close around them.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 39 from Juliette Minard, on the events of the 24th of March 2013 
 
“So we were blocked at the top of Avenue Foch, impossible to turn back, impossible to move 
forward, but it was necessary for us to return… so the whole family still together, we 
bypassed L’Etoile in order to find an open metro besides the Tuileries. We found ourselves on 
the Champs, then we wished to go down to catch the Metro at la Concorde, but arrived below, 
we were blocked by a wall of CRS.  
The side streets were also blocked. 
Impossible for us to return home. And then suddenly, in front of the people who were coming 
to go home, the CRS panicked and launched tear gas (two old men were in front of us, our 
pregnant friend was also there. ), grenades that also diffused gas were also thrown into the 
crowd ( not numerous and very diffuse, not to feel attacked by thugs. ) 
‘One of them even blew at us ‘: ‘we were panicked if you decide to move forward, we would 
be crushed, and we can do nothing in front of thousands of people’.  
A policeman who we asked how to find a way said to us and I quote him ‘L’Elysée is over, it 
is chaos, we are not numbered enough for such a crowd.’ Effectively, the CRS were running 
in a direction and then in another, listening to conflicting orders.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 40 form Marie Bénédicte de Chavagnac on the restrictions on the 24th of 
March 2013  
 
“As we returned peacefully to rue de Monceau by les Ternes and la Rue du Faubourg St 
Honoré, by sale Pleyel, the CRS ordered us violently enough to leave our flags and signs at 
the crossroads under penalty of being repressed. They were fed up and we tried to get an 
argument from them, which they refused to give us. It was like that and then that’s it! They 
retorted that they did not talk with people like us …. One of their nicer colleagues told us that 
the had received instructions in an emergency because a group of LMPT were walking on the 
L’Elysée… is this true? He also admitted that they were overwhelmed with the number which 
had made the CRS aggressive…” 
 
  
Testimony No. 41 from Astrid Baud- Roche on the event of the 24th of March 2013 
  
“According to the police commander to which I allowed myself the following thought: ‘You 
are drawing very fast’, this was not the case. He also said to me: ‘we are not used to managing 
this type of gathering. When one puts a large number of people in insufficient space to 
contain them, it is obvious that there will be uncontrolled behaviour. There will 10,000 
representing the police but in reality there are more than 1 million protesters, we know it and 
they know it. It’s a mess everywhere among the gendarmes and among the police. We are 
managed by amateurs.” 
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Testimony No. 42 from an identity check without warning on the 24th of march 2013 
 
“Yesterday after the demonstration I was in front of the L’Elysée, neither M. Hollande nor his 
secretary deigned to reply to my letter, no more did he seem willing to listen to our 
demonstration. I thought it was the best place to go. Do not worry about him, l’Elysée was 
guarded well: rows of fences, alignment of CRS vans… but to access it, a single problem, 
firstly on the Champs by Avenue Balzac, we didn’t cross a single CRS., and then at the 
bottom of Champs: one could have passed through the both sides of snowplow glass and rows 
of riot police. Some, at the beginning, tried to cross the barriers, (hardly 20 people, who were 
obviously poorly organized.) we, we were simply there to follow the ballet of the CRS when 
they encircled us, without warning. (it seems they should have done it before using violence). 
Bulldozers against mice, the victory is not very glorious. They then moved us out of the way 
one by one (some have called for better correction and professionalism including their 
language). Only it was not a real clearance because we were driven near to the paddy wagons, 
which were already full to leave to the station. So we waited nearly a half an hour, after being 
frisked I took the opportunity to ask a policewoman, how were the new laws on gender going, 
if I choose to be a boy, would I be felt up by a man or a woman ? Obviously she was not 
prepared for the question. Answer: ‘that depends if an operation is scheduled, otherwise its at 
appearance. But in all the ways, the procedure is valid.’ She also said to me that we would 
have to eat for free, but only if we were put in custody. Personally I prefer it is pays! After 
going for nearly an hour ( we had the time to take pictures of us ) we arrived at a kind of 
warehouse that was almost frightening, barbed wire barriers… public hazards were descended 
framed by a double cordon of CRS in the courtyard. Then one by one, frisking again, 
possibility to go to the toilets. Identity check (without explanations of the consequences of 
checked boxes, is no stranger to this kind of story, I regretted it. ) And now, we had to wait all 
the same again in another part of the courtyard before being escorted in pairs towards the exit. 
‘Sorry for this evening’, a policeman said to me as I was leaving.  
So I missed my train, but if you had seen good, braves faces of the French who were there, it 
was more grotesque than irritating. A poor Portuguese man speaking hardly any French who 
was just passing by was made to go along too.  
In Conclusion the next time it will be better to go up on cranes and then we will be listened to. 
“ 
 
 
Testimony No. 43 a young woman reversed the 24th of March, 2013  
 
“(Her lawyer): ‘ a certain number of protesters, hurried on all sides, and not a stampede in the 
direction of la place de l’Etoile, believed to join Avenue Grande Armée by it. It turned out 
that the passage was actually closed and that the stampede was directed towards Avenue 
Victor Hugo. Therefore, given the magnitude of the rally that made it difficult to navigate, 
this group of protesters wanting to rejoin Avenue de la Grande Armée was forced to spill onto 
Avenue des Champs Elysées. If the protesters present on the Champs Elysées were for the 
most part calm and peaceful, events took a rapid, violent turn. Around 7p.m., while the 
atmosphere was still calm, the policemen suddenly started their vehicles with a bang, scarying 
the protesters who were sitting around. They started to descend at a brisk pace on both sides 
of the avenue, forming a vise cornering protesters a join at the bottom of the avenue. It is 
during his operation that a woman was a victim of unjustified violence on the part of the 
police force. This here, surprise, as everyone, started to run, in front o the vehicles of the 
police force. Confidence in the temperance of the police, she started to walk, however, do not 
imagine for a second that the police force will not slow down. She is then passed on her first 
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step by the right by a police car driving at a high speed. Wanting to avoid it, she turned to the 
left but hit a second vehicle whose registration is raised by witnesses that the double this time 
by the other side crusher her right foot.  The young woman suffered a sprain which had led to 
a temporary partial disability till the 31st of March, then extended to the 5th of April or 10 
days. 
it is obvious that the police force on this occasion used illegitimate violence with the 
circumstances those which were committed with persons in union with public authorities and 
with the usage of a weapon by destination, a land motor vehicle.. 
Moreover the disproportion of these acts shocked a number or protesters who wanted to film 
the event. One of them witness the violence caused to my client and wanting to film the scene 
was interrupted in his action by a jet of gas sprayed in his face. The police took serious 
measures to ensure that no image recounting the events could be diffused. The young woman 
will complain against X for these acts.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 44 of family blocked on the 24th of March 2013 
 
“Arrived at metro Trocadéro at around 3p.m., we found ourselves stuck at Place victor Hugo 
and had managed to find ourselves in front of the procession Avenue Foch, with our 6 
children. We went up to the avenue in from of the procession and we found ourselves stuck in 
front of the barriers at the top of Avenue Foch, by rue de Presbourg. We indicated to the 
police that the rear continued to move forward, we were more and more pressed against the 
barriers and that rue de Presburg was closed by the CRS, we were squeezed between the 
police and the barriers..  
Under pressure from the rear side and the side of the emerging tension from the side of the 
CRS,who were becoming more threatening, given the aggressiveness of the police 
commissioner we were able to shift to the right of Avenue Foch with our children. We could 
see the first arrest of a man who was beaten up, after being arrested by the police without as 
far as I can see a motive. The children were afraid, but we could not move. The CRS blocked 
rue de Presbourg, which prevented us from going out in spite of our repeated requests.  
Never the less we managed to leave the spotlight to stay against the barriers at the top right of 
Avenue Foch, negotiating with the CRS to get out. People continued to pour down on to 
Avenue Foch, the number of people arrested by the barriers form the top of Avenue Foch 
became more and more pressing, until a first movement by the CRS a first round of tear gas 
was set off. A reflux back allowed us to back ten metres with our children. At this moment 
they started to cough, sneeze and then cry, the gas having been directly launched in our 
direction. We then managed to retreat from there without really knowing how. If there had 
been an uncontrolled stampede, that could have been dramatic, but the police force couldn’t 
care less: we were stuck, we were dangerous protesters, too bad for us and our children. We 
crossed Laurent Wauquiez, to whom we have shared this testimony, before everyone runs in a 
hurry to leave.” 
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Part 2: About the Vigils that took place between March, 24th to May 
26th 2013  
 
 

 

 
 

Introductory summary of the facts: 
 
Most of the testimonies reported here, relate facts which occurred during the "vigils." The 
purpose of these vigils is to hold a peaceful gathering, principally of young girls and boys, 
where they can meditate for a few hours. The goal is absolutely not to obstruct traffic, 
public order or to cause a disturbance, but on the contrary, to meet in the quiet in order to 
peacefully indicate an opposition to the Taubira law and to "change the culture." It should 
also be noted that the purpose of this action is to endure over time; consequently, there is 
no desire to provoke. 
We therefore recognize an extreme disparity between the police forces who have no 
mercy, and who will use extremely humiliating procedures against the peaceful 
protestations in order to disperse them and prevent them from gathering together in the 
evening. 
Other testimonies pose real problems of facial discrimination. Mothers, children are 
arrested for conspicuously wearing the symbol of "the manif pour tous” We have made 
two complaints: firstly, a lawyer himself arrested, and secondly, another alleging "massive 
and reckless placements in custody". 
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Testimony No. 45 of a young girl about the evening of April 14, 2013 
 
“Testimony given from memory (I am not at all sure of the exact hours!) I received a SMS on 
Sunday April 14th, informing me of the time to meet for a silent occupation in front of the 
National Assembly. I was wearing the cloths of the manifestation (t-shirt, flag of the Manif 
pour tous, an image in honor of Samuel Lafant) but in the state of mind of silent protest. We 
accomplished what we wanted to do: a silent and calm gathering in front of the Assembly. It 
was around midnight. 
Around 12:15 a.m., an unknown person draped in a three-colored scarf came requesting over 
the megaphone for us to leave the place without revealing valid reasons. Some left. I stayed in 
expectation of receiving more of an explanation from the gentleman. I was also motivated by 
the presence of a member of parliament who came bringing us support by speaking with the 
journalists and the national guards. I felt safe and protected by this man who represented the 
authority.  
 
I was ordered three times to leave. But I refused because I still did not have an explicit or a 
valid reason. They cannot accuse me of disturbing the peace! I was maid to embark in the 
police truck against my will. 
 
Around 1:10 a.m. we arrived at the Aubervilliers police station (XVIIIe) after we had been 
singing during the entire voyage. I spent a long time in the heat before being able to leave the 
truck. Once I exited the truck and while outside the police station, my body and my bag were 
searched. Then a woman made me enter the hallway of the station with other girls. The 
policemen who monitored the door prohibited me from smoking while those who were still 
outside were permitted. Then after many petitions, he granted permission to one of my 
friends. As it was too far to go to smoke, he informed me that I was not allowed. Then he told 
me that if I shut up a minute, I could have permission. Better late than never! In summary, the 
encounter with the police was rather calm and relaxed. They did not have the usual case of the 
scum of our race, they told us amusingly! We do not have the habit of hanging around the 
police station.  
 
I then went into an office, where they checked my identity. Someone asked me if I needed a 
lawyer or a doctor, I asked in what way is it useful (I never knew that I was in custody). The 
official in charge of filling out the paper work responded that it was of no importance and that 
it would just delay the proceedings and therefore he told me our exit was set for 9:00 a.m. 
Afterwards, I returned with the other companions in a cell, a “holding cell.” Everyone waited 
for his or her name to be called. When I heard my name, I went to a small room escorted by 
two policemen. A woman was waiting for me. She asked me to empty my bag, noting 
scrupulously all the appointments that I had on a list. Then she stripped me of the little that 
remained on me: hair-tie, watch, bracelet, and even my bra. Then I began to understand that it 
was not merely a matter of obtaining my identity. Still, No one told me I was in custody. The 
list finished, I entered the cell for women. Hardly had the door opened, when I was greeted by 
the others, who cried out excitedly in welcome. It was about 3:30 a.m. To my great surprise, I 
also realized that the two young girls accompanying us were handcuffed to the benches.  
While waiting for our other companions, we joined in a song from Choristes à la Marseillaise, 
a regular hymn of the PSG requested by one of the police officers. What I remember about 
our cell is that it was seven girls crammed in a dirty cell: it had the remains of vomit and 
scattered bits of tissue. I was able to sleep, nonetheless, from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. because 
I am a really deep sleeper. I was awakened at ten o’clock by the noise around me. The door of 
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the cell was opened. I learned that a doctor, who examined one of us, requested that we get 
out of our cells because he found our state to be unacceptable.  
 
We were able to finally drink, that which we had previously been denied. We returned with 
the boys in the corridor. This returned my moral. I discovered a new team of police officers, 
less amiable than those from the night. We were all sitting in the corridors, exhausted for the 
most part but pleased to be able to finally be together. Recounting the course of the night. We 
went into the bathrooms: the bathrooms were turkishly filthy, without barriers or toilette 
paper.  
 
Around 11:30 a.m. I was called to testify to the facts. This is the only time that I learned that I 
was in custody and that the chance of gaining more time before I was able to get out. They 
announced to us of their ability to keep us for 24 hours that is to say until 12:50 a.m. After my 
testimony, I received a plate for my lunch. We stayed all afternoon sitting in the corridors. 
Good atmosphere, but I began to crack because it is morally difficult to stay locked up 
without being able to go and come as you please or simply to get up and stretch your legs, 
because a policeman is always there to give us an order. From there, I began to have more 
than enough: I was even infuriated. The pain that they inflicted on us is disproportionate to 
the act for which we are accused. Fortunately the others were there for support, we mutually 
helped each other. 
 
At 5:00 o’clock p.m. we learned that we could finally leave: cries of joy! Each waited with 
impatience for his name. I was in the beginning… To my amazement, a large group of people 
was waiting for us that is a good number of journalists. The reunion was joyous. We came 
together again in a bar, it was quite moving. Not to add a second burden to the view for sure, 
but the fight continues.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 46 from 67 campers who found themselves in custody on the 14th of April 
2013 
 
“That evening of the 24th of April, after a spontaneous idea of ‘Camping Pour Tous’ having 
circulated by word of mouth in less than one day, there was around 100 people to be found at 
Place Edouard-Herriot, flowing in small groups from four corners of the square. We could 
never have imagined that 67 of us, young and peaceful, would find ourselves in custody for 
political reasons.  
At around midnight, tents, mats and other picnic baskets were set up – the campers gathered 
together and talked peacefully or played cards. A slogan: silence and pacifism. We could not 
be accused of obstructing a highway or disturbing public order. (Disturbance of the peace at 
night, for example) 
No banner will be deployed nor shall any slogan be chanted, we are determined to spend the 
night before the Assembly, at least to show our tenacity to this great French institution before 
which the second draft of the bill authorizing marriage for homosexual couples will be 
presented.  
For now, the police are still in small numbers.  
0.15a.m.The first police arrive, vans and cars following, the square is surrounded on all sides. 
We remain confident, what could possibly happen to us for having played cards on a square 
that has seen so much?  
Moreover, senator Pozzo di Borgo, in front of the cameras of France 2 and I- Télé, came to 
support us and insisted on the peaceful aspect of our gathering.  
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0.30 a.m. Our first warning., a representative of the police force, wearing a tricolour sash 
which made us question the quality of this man, orders us to leave the place.  
Sure of our law, still convinced of the value of justice in our country but especially 
determined, steeped in our convictions and marked by solidarity, we tightened again and will 
not give up. At worst we will have an identity check. We repeated many times:’ there is 
nothing to lose ‘. Second warning, third warning.  
‘Last warning we are going to use force’. A ridiculous statement which was in start contrast to 
the calm atmosphere.  
0.50 a.m. the gendarmes surrounded us and unceremoniously carried out our arrest. Pulling 
our hair, tearing apart the members, crushing feet, nothing will stop them. While being 
escorted, pulled and carried, by one, two or even three CRS, we join again in the paddy 
wagon under the cheers of the campers ! As we sung out the Marseillaise and slogans/Chants 
on the way to Rue de l’Evangile, the only place where they could hold 67 dangerous campers 
like us.  
01.35 a.m. we arrived at the police station for what we thought would be a simple identity 
check. We get out of the paddy wagon, already taking much time, then we are herded like 
cattle into the yard, kept behind metal barriers. Initiating conversations with the CRS, some 
could not hide their sympathy for us, their support or bitterness at being there.  
‘ I am ashamed to wear this badge, even thought it’s the reason for which I became a 
policeman. ‘ 
‘I feel like I am part of the remake of the Rafle ‘  
‘It is courageous, what you are doing, you are right to protest,continue to fight next week, in 
two weeks, in six months if it is necessary.’  
‘we would never have used such treatment for the LGBT activists, nor put them in custody for 
so little. But the orders come from above.  
We do not know what to think so far, we are only starting to understand, as the minutes pass, 
during which even to smoke a cigarette seems to be a huge favor, that the night risks to be 
long. However, we still remain in total ignorance: orders and counter orders turned on their 
heads, our arrest for questioning has taken a very political turn.  
3.50 a.m. 3 hours after our arrest, among the last of the campers I am finally brought before a 
judicial police officer. The verdict being: put into custody ‘ for having participated in a group 
after receiving a warning to disperse.’ I did not know that the Criminal Code provided for 
such an offence.  
The police officer explained to me my rights, or rather calls to mind the traditional doctor- 
lawyer-call, but at 4 o’ clock in the morning, who could I call? Not a lawyer, it seems that this 
will reduce our chances of being let out till around 8/10 a.m. … How naïve! The OPJ does not 
hide the absurdity of the situation and seems to be sympathetic.  
The ritual begins, like we were vulgar delinquents; questioning, frisking, breakdown and 
analysis: from the laces of our shoes? Which left some people barefoot, to the bras of the 
girls- we could have cut our veins, in a final act of desperation.  
04.05a.m. Here I am crammed with 23 other girls, form 18 to 24 years on average in a cell of 
18metres squared where residue of vomit reminds us of its previous illustrious tenants. Damp, 
cold, confinement… These conditions are degrading and humiliating. We try in vain to sleep, 
one on top of the other on some cm squared of ‘clean’ tile while our most basic demands such 
as to go to the toilet or to have drink or a cover were only heard after two hours! And yet the 
police don’t understand what they are doing here, ‘doing some babysitting’.  
06.30a.m.: the breakfast arrives! What a breakfast! Two biscuits and a carton of concentrated 
orange juice! Then the team of the day arrive, they will be a lot less conciliatory, we must say 
that we have exhausted our repertoire of songs and chants and that, contrary to what the 
agents told us, we will probably not be let out for 8 a.m. Exhaustions hits us once again.  
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Finally we clean our cells and mattress is brought in…then a second. While the two small 
openings of our cell have been closed, certainly because this might tire the replacement team 
to listen to us demanding water while they would like to continue eating their breakfast in 
peace.,the air becomes unbearable; some were fainting. A doctor came. Outraged by the 
conditions of hygiene. he demands that we are to be released into the police station. We then 
find two minors still handcuffed sitting on a tiled bench! 67 young people arrested in a police 
station, never seen before. And yet we will be wise.  
10.O0 a.m; a more senior policeman finally appears, a little bit more understanding and 
certainly conscious of the absurdity of our situation. ‘there was May 68, we will organize 
ourselves.’  
‘I am with you, I share the same ideas, but we must organize ourselves.’  
The interrogations begin, opposite agents who are more or less open-minded, more or less 
puppet ‘top-down’ instructions. In response to incongruous and unsettling questions, it was 
difficult to respond carefully. The moment I was brought into his office, the policeman said, 
smirking ‘like the others, is this the first time you have been held in custody?’  
‘Name of your owner, address?’ 
‘Who is the organizer ? How did you hear about it?’  
‘ Are you an activist? Since when do u protest ? What is the source of your convictions? ‘ (As 
if I could only have been there through indoctrination.) 
11.00 a.m. Members of Poison and Mariton come to do a tour of the police station. We 
understand the magnitude of the political aspects of us having been placed in custody and 
thank warmly those members whose visit reassured us: our arrest is now publicly known.  
12.45 p.m. Lunch arrives! Namely a frozen plate with a label indicating that it is lasagna, 
regardless of the content, we were terribly hungry . Obviously, heating 67 plates of lasagna 
takes a lot of time.  
14.00: the interrogations are completed. The police then speak of a possible extension of our 
GAV while we had thought at 10.00 that we would be let out at 13.00.  
The tension is rising, our blind trust given to the police diminish, and our nerves are alive. 
Some decide to get lawyers but change their minds because it would slow down an already 
very slow procedure. 
15.00: the time passes… or not, even the kindergarten toys are forbidden by the policewoman 
who barks out orders while continuing to eat her lunch until teatime.  
16.30: while we remain on alert for the smallest call, the door half –opening, we finally 
receive good news: the release is in an hour, punished with a simple reminder of the law! And 
we hear the whistles of ‘French Spring’ and the support of the LMPT who have come to 
welcome us. The last hour will only be happiness / joy, much to the great despair of the police 
who must now manage our exit.  
17.45: among the last to leave, I finally get out! Yes with a smile, mocking certain incredible 
media to which deep France unfortunately listens blindly. 
With the smile because I am proud to be among this group of 67, because even if this is only 
17 hours of GAV, they deserve to show the whole of Europe how the government of a 
republic, adored in Europe for it’s so-called human rights, treats its citizens.  
The reminder of the law was presented as being similar to a reprieve; another arrest on similar 
charges would lead directly to a sentencing. But we will need more to stop. Our consciences 
awakened, we will defend to the end of our values and ideals, not for ourselves but for future 
generations.” 
 
 
 Testimony No. 47 on the 14th of April 2013: from one of the 67 people present at the vigil 
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“67 people sat in silence at Place Herriot, 67 people surrounded by many CRS, 67 people 
carted off for an undeclared demonstration. … Arrived at the police station, the police made 
us wait a long time outside because we had to go into the office one by one in order to give an 
identity statement. I find myself sitting opposite a policeman who tells me that I am going 
into custody. I kept smiling believing that he was just making a joke, the situation was 
absurd… but after joining the others I realized that the policeman had not lied to me and that 
we would be placed in custody until morning.  
A policewoman who asked me to remove my rings, bracelets, necklace, bra, laces etc. frisked 
me, then I joined 23 other girls in a cell. I noticed an unpleasant smell inside, in fact, a young 
woman had vomited in the cell and the police had not taken the time to clean it up. Not only 
was the smell unpleasant but also the space was limited. There was 24 of us in a cell of a bout 
20 meters squared, so not all of us had the opportunity to sit down. The police had brought us 
mattresses so that we could sit down on the ground but impossible to lie down for more than 9 
hours. We asked for water and it was only after a couple of hours that a policewoman brought 
us a liter of water to share between 24 people... From time to time, we had the possibility to 
go to the bathroom. We asked the policewoman for toilet paper but she said she was not part 
of the cleaning staff so we had to make do without it.  
Outside two minors were sitting on benches, handcuffed. They did not have the opportunity to 
lie down. Passing them I noticed there were frozen stiff (while we were suffocating in our 
cell.) I had to give my sweat shirt to one of the two minors so that he would warm up.  
At 9 o’ clock in the morning, a doctor passed by and demanded that we be let out of ours 
cells. So we all met each other in the corridors under the astonished eyes of the police. One of 
them with tears in his eyes, tearing off his badge in front of us saying it was a disgrace that we 
had been put in custody. In turn each of us were called to be interviewed, during that time, 
some were sleeping, others were singing, the good humour of some comforted the others. Past 
12 o’ clock we had thought we would have been let go a long time ago but the police 
explained to us that we were going to have to have lunch at the police station. Despite the 
discouragement, we try to stay in good spirits and talk among ourselves. .17h30: finally it is 
time to get out. In turns we are each called to get our belongings and leave quietly. Outside it 
was such a joy to see a welcoming committee waiting for us, some were there since 9 o’clock 
in the morning!  
When I got home I found it hard to believe what had happened to me. I had to meet up with 4 
friends who were also part of the 67, to find a real comfort. Anyway, at least I can tell my 
grandchildren that at the age of 19, I spent 17 hours in custody for having sat on Place 
Herriot.”  
 
 
Testimony No. 48 from a person wishing to remain anonymous on the evening of the 14th 
of April 2013 
 
“We stopped around midnight place Edouard Herriot, under the watchful eye of the national 
media. Forcibly placed in a ‘paddy wagon’, we are taken to the 1XVIIIe, rue de l’Evangile.  
Placed in a van with another ‘camper’. I talked to the policemen. These policemen were 
clearly in favour with us, even though their duty to reserve forbids them from saying it 
publicly. . I feel a little bad that we were making them play the bad cops, causing them to go 
against the part of the population which they support the most.  
Around 3.30 a.m. I noted my placement in custody. The policeman asked me if I wanted to 
consult a lawyer or a doctor, taking good care to tell me gently that it is useless and will cost 
me time. Again being a novice at this moment, I do not mistrust and don’t ask for a lawyer. I 
will regret it later.  
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They removed all of my personal belongings, watch and shoe laces included, except my 
clothes. I am placed with men in a cell of approximately 20 m squared; the girls were placed 
in another. There was neither a mattress nor covers; we had to sleep either on the floor or on a 
stone bench. As there is no ventilation and huge number of us, the cell quickly turned into a 
sauna, the guard just about allowing us to open the door from time to time to air the room.  
During the night, not being able to sleep given the conditions, we talked a lot. The majority of 
us never had anything to do with the police, and is not politically involved. After a time, 
hearing the songs rise from the cell of the girls, the lyrics catches our hearts to see that the 
girls are keeping moral, helps us to keep ours.  
During the night speaking with one of the guards, we learn that the attacker Samuel Lafont is 
in a cell next to ours. Comment by the guard:’ if it was up to me, he would be in the same cell 
as yours, or else stone dead on the floor.’ and a little later in the conversation: ‘I am not 
involved in the police to do that. You know, with us as it begins to heat up, for now the orders 
are executed, but there will come a time when that will no longer be the case. ‘ 
In the morning, we only had two small St-Michel galettes and a carton of orange juice each, 
for breakfast.  
In the morning, they allowed us to leave the cells and settle in the corridors. We sit next to 
each other on the benches or on the ground. It is there we discover that the two minors who 
were with us spent the night alone handcuffed on the bench.  
At lunch, we had ready made meals reheated in the microwave: chicken-rice for some and 
lasagna for the others. The guards obviously didn’t predict feeding so many people at the 
same time.  
In early afternoon, we see the MP of UMP Hervé Mariton pass, visiting the cells with an 
officer. We can not talk to him, but his presence boosts our morale, showing us that the 
outside has not forgotten us. Once again, I would like to thank him for his visit.  
The afternoon drags on. The worst was the uncertainty of not knowing when we would get 
out. The tension rises with the guards, much less friendly than the guards from the night shift. 
I think about how I am going to explain my absence from work today, I had no way of 
warning of my absence. Towards the end of the afternoon, an OPJ arrives and announces to us 
our freedom, with a reminder of the law. We collect all our things leave the police station in 
groups of ten, under the watchful eye of cameras. I will never forget the welcome of our 
friends who had come to wait for us. I asked for a cigarette and breath in the smoke with 
delight: my first cigarette in in 18 hours.  
We go for a drink in a café to relax and recover but also to exchange our numbers. After an 
hour I go home, determined to return to the field after a good night’s sleep. 
Since that day, we are the ‘67” 
 
 
Testimony No. 49 another one of the 67 people arrested for questioning on the 14th of April 
2013 
 
“Sunday evening we were around 100 diehard protesters determined to spend the night in 
front of l’Assemblée Nationale to protest against the bill ‘marriage for all’ in a peaceful 
manner. No whistling or noisy slogans, we had set up three tents and were playing cards 
peacefully. Around midnight three vans of CRS parked along the Assemblée Nationale. A 
young policeman asked us to disperse. We are then supported by an intervention of a 
providential senator. Mr. Pozzzo di Borgo. Who lives in one of the nearby buildings. He takes 
our side and explains to the police that he often sees demonstrations in front of l’Assemblée 
without, however, the intervention of the police. But, nothing to do, despite the presence of i-
Télé and France 2, the police gave us the choice between a rapid dispersion or small trip in 
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police vans for an identity check. Third warning, the CRS cord encircles us and tightens 
around us. We do nothing; we stay sitting on the ground, linking arms, a sign of peaceful 
resistance. In this surreal atmosphere, the CRS grab us one by one with more or less delicacy. 
There is 67 of us who were carted off by the police, it is 00.50 a.m. Arriving at the police 
station XVIIIe begins a series of long waits. We go one after the other, in dribs and drabs. It’s 
finally my turn; a woman who looks meticulously in my bag frisks me. New waiting area, in 
the entrance corridor of the police station. The other part of the group waited in the courtyard.  
The interviews began at around 2.30 in the morning. At around 3 o’ clock, it is my turn . Then 
I learn that I am in custody. First lie, they brought us to the station for a simple identity check 
and I learn at 3 o ‘clock in the morning that we have all been in custody for 2 hours already. 
Not a single one of us had been informed of this, the police themselves do not believe it. In 
custody for having played cards in front of l’Assemblée Nationale!  
The officer who looks after me made me fill out papers of the circumstances. I sleep, I try to 
stay clear, I ask a lawyer to explain to me that it is useless, I insist. In perfect health, I neglect 
to ask a doctor, first mistake. I hesitate to sign, they tell me it is my best interest to sign it, 
new lie, naively I sign, second mistake. I was then led into a room covered with white tiles 
where other young people from the group are also waiting. The two CRS who escorted me 
tried a little bit of humour ‘be careful, here is a dangerous protester. ‘ Under guard they take 
me into a small cell where they remove everything that is in my possession, watch, phone, 
belt and even my bra for fear that I would myself with it. I managed to all the same to hide my 
glasses in the sleeve of my jumper as well as my hair elastic. I was then lead into a small 
room with no light. We will be 24 gilrs to spend the night huddled in a small, poorly 
ventilated room where the remains of vomit have not yet been cleaned. We cannot all lie 
down. We only have the right to go to the bathroom one by one, escorted by a woman, the 
door is therefore open, it let in a little bit of air and allows us to breath. In the middle of the 
night, they make us get out so they can clean the room. One of the policemen who had 
questioned us, declared to us that:’ I am ashamed of what I am doing! I should be in the 
middle of looking after murders or rapes cases, but I am called here as a reinforcement to 
guard harmless youths.’ During the night, contradictory orders come and go, some say we 
will be released in the morning, others say we will be divided into the Parisian police stations 
to be interviewed. 7.30 a.m., we are given two biscuits and a fruit juice for breakfast. Then 
they close one of the two openings, which aired the rooms so they could no longer hear our 
complaints. The air becomes unbearable; fortunately the door that is open from time to time 
allows us to go to the bathroom. The doctor passes by and finds the situation helpless. It is 
maybe already 8 o’clock when a more senior policeman appears and brings half the girls out 
of the room. We can finally breath! The conditions are clearly improving, the pressure is 
released slowly, we are soon all sitting in the great hall of custody and we can even go to the 
bathroom without an escort! However, when the Chief Commissioner appears, the officer 
who let us go out started to shout incomprehensible orders, ‘shut up, sit…’ ‘ Once the 
commissioner left, he explained to us, laughing, ‘ that’s the façade of authority, welcome to 
France. ‘The interviews began at the end of the morning. For lunch, we were served a tray of 
lasagna (taste ‘little potty’). I am the last to be interviewed, it is already 2.30 p.m. In the 
afternoon, Frigide Barjot accompanied by an escort of cameras and of ‘dangerous LMPT 
protesters’ made an appearance before the police station of the 18th and demands our release. 
It is around 1.30 p.m. when MM. Mariton and Poisson enter the custody room to talk to us 
and to support us. The first of us were released at 5 p.m. I gather my personal belongings with 
a reminder of the law as a farewell gift. When I finally get out of the police station it was 6 
p.m.  
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Testimony No. 50 corroborating the facts of April the 14th 2013  
 
‘I don’t remember everything very well, but I will do my best. We were arrested at around 
00.05 a.m. and left the scene at 1.10 a.m. The police made us get into a police car, but the 
space was far too small for the number of people there, it was very hot. We arrived at the 
police station of the 18th at 1.30 a.m. We got off the paddy wagon at 1.45 a.m., then we were 
searched. The interminable wait started, where everybody thought all it was, was an identity 
check. In fact our notification of custody was only done at 03.25 a.m. They told us that they 
would only be keeping us till the following morning. Then we eventually went into the room 
while waiting for the previous to pass to the inventory before being put in a cell. When my 
turn arrived, they came to get me and then in a small room with the door open, I was asked to 
remove my jewelry, my shoes, my belt, my hair elastic and my bra. Then, the inventory of my 
belongings was done and I had not escaped a mockery of the photo on my identity card 
because ‘we are also there to laugh’ according to them.  
They led me to the cell where the other 23 girls were already crowded. The smell was 
unbearable, one of the corners of the room was stained from vomit, the cleaning had not been 
done for a while. The cell was already very small, it was even worse with that. The night shift 
team were rather nice to us, they accepted that the cleaning should be done after several 
requests from us, but when the morning shift team arrived, things changed, they confiscated 
all the bottles of water we had, when we asked them would the fill them up for us. (2 small 
bottles of water for 24 people!) 
Fatigue and frustration soon began to be felt, I started to get cold, while there was bursts of 
heat in the cell, they gave me a (disgusting) quilt cover and I slept a bit, sitting, my head on 
my knees, due to the lack of space. We were given a small breakfast: two biscuits and a small 
carton of orange juice. A doctor came and asked that the cells be opened because the 
conditions were bad: too many people in such small cells . We could move about freely in the 
hallway, it is there that we discovered that the two minors of the group were separated away 
and handcuffed to a bench. The MP Hervé Mariton came to see us.  
I was interviewed at around 11.00 a.m. We could eat at around 12.00p.m. At the end of the 
afternoon, we were made sit on the ground against the wall in the corridor, the tension had 
risen, we were arguing for no reason, some girls cried.  
At the end of the afternoon, they finally announced that we were going to be released. We all 
stood up, happy to hear the good news. But we were immediately ordered to sit down again 
against the wall and wait to be called. When the called me, I stood up and gathered my 
belongings with the policeman who then signed several papers including the reminder of the 
law under.  
The policemen wait until there are ten of us before letting us out. Outside a welcome 
committee was waiting for us: friends, members of the Camping Pour Tous but also 
journalists who attacked us.”  
 
 
Testimony No. 51 still on the evening of the 14th of April 2013 
 
“Always against the bill to legalize ‘gay marriage’, I demanded that there would be action but 
I was served beyond my expectations. Here is some inside information on the action of 
Sunday night on Place Edouard Herriot and on the 17 hours custody, which followed. The 
spontaneous gathering consisted of camping at Place Herriot near l’Assemblée Nationale . It 
was supposed to be a peaceful and quiet gathering that would not disturb anybody. Among the 
participants, a highly motivated battalion linked to the parish of St. Eugene was there 
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After having unfolded a few tents we saw guards of the AN who then alerted the CRS or the 
gendarmes. The senator Yves Pozzo di Borgo came to show us his support and attempted to 
speak with the police without success. The warnings came very quickly and the order to arrest 
was applied in a few very brief minutes. We formed a human chain that the police had to 
break quite violently by lifting us one by one until we carried out. 70 between us found 
ourselves in a paddy wagon, sometimes dragged to the ground by the police at any time the 
mood completely peaceful and friendly was darkened, we crossed Paris towards rue de 
l’Evangile, singing all types of traditional songs and songs linked to LMPT. After several 
hours of waiting we were all put in custody for 24 hours after having refused to disperse a 
gathering after a warning to disperse. This was followed by the usual steps but new for each 
of us. They left no stone unturned, deprivation of all our personal belongings (signet rings, 
medals, belts, laces and bras for the girls, etc.) we were all locked in cells that were too small 
(girls up to 25 in the same cell, the guys around 20 per cell. These cells are dirty and very 
poorly ventilated which creates a hot, moist atmosphere to the point of seeing condensation 
oozing on the walls, and very quickly unbearable. We have to wait very long quarter of hours 
to get access to the toilets to relieve our personal needs and hope to have access to a tap in 
order to drink. (It is not expected to give drinking water in the cells!) Still in good form, many 
scout and traditional songs were sung by the protesters who were in more form than ever, till 
the early hours of the morning. The night was extremely short for those who did not stay up 
all night; for breakfast; we had a biscuit each, a mini carton of orange juice, a small comfort 
for the very thorough interrogations which followed (have you a Facebook account? do u 
usually participate at demonstrations? how did you know about this demonstration?..)And 
photos and fingerprints were taken for personal data collection. Some expressed their outrage 
at the harsh conditions of our detention to the doctor, who demanded that we would no longer 
be detained in the cells but sit in the corridors on the floor in order to be able to breath at the 
very minimum… Chatter, socializing and singing resume as their duties for a few hours again. 
Lunch will be extremely frugal and under our conditions of detention. A great grace sung by 
those in custody brought us altogether in prayer. Early afternoon was marked by the visit of 
the MPs Mariton and Poisson which had been largely acclaimed by all of us. The last hours of 
the afternoon were the most febrile, waiting to see whether our custody would be extended or 
not and if we would be released and at what time. The announcement of the release caused 
great uproar and great anticipation before being effective. (Individual call and return of 
personal belongings) before being let out in groups of ten under the eye of cameras and our 
friends who came to support us waiting outside. The entire staff of the police told us they had 
never seen such a measure applied to so many people. This causes the depopulation of most 
of the police stations of the peripheral arrondissements that find themselves understaffed. All 
police link the use of police resources for political purposes while Parisians safety is no 
longer assured, which is pretty serious and should be reported.” 
 
Testimony No. 52 recount of the difficult night of the 17th of April 2013 
 
“That evening, there was a demonstration organized by the Manif Pour Tous, from Sevres – 
Babylone to Esplanade des Invalides. The demonstration was peaceful as usual. There were 
an incredible number of policemen and CRS. The demonstration dispersed at around 9’ 
o’clock. I noticed that in the corner of Esplanade des Invalides, a group of watchmen move in. 
there were maybe around 200, sitting on the grass, with candles in their hands ad were singing 
the field of hope. A few tens of metres, the gendarmes and the police, of whom there was 
around 100, were monitoring them. 
I sit in the middle of the people holding the vigil, to spend the night with them. The leaders, 
installed a small sound, gives microphones to young people who read texts, which are 
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testimonies, with open reflections. All of this is dignified and peaceful. I am happy to be 
around them. At around midnight, I think, the police completely surround us, and a huge 
police car parked near our group. A man in civilian clothes, supervised by the security forces, 
addressed us with sudden warning that we must leave. Obviously we do not move. Only those 
who have personal obligations at home, leave. The group tightens, and starts to softly sing the 
song of hope. The police are now stuck to us, and their attitude becomes threatening. Some 
have their batons in their hands, and a bottle of gas in the other. They want to upset us but 
they do not upset us at all. A second warning is given.  
Then everything goes very quickly .the police surrounded our group, and unceremoniously 
dragged away, one by one, the peaceful singers. Beside me a young girl was battered. It was a 
dark night of course, but I think she got hit in throat.  
I am suddenly seized by three or four police officers, who unceremoniously drag me into the 
big car parked near there. We find ourselves parked in the bus, too many of us and in stifling 
heat. We see the MP of UMP Marc le Fur, vice President of the Assemblée Nationale pass by. 
We tap on the windows and make the sign of victory, to show our friends that we are still 
alive. By text, we learn that Marc Le Fur would have received a blow from the police. Our 
bus finally starts and crosses through Paris at an incredible speed. We are standing and the 
driver takes malicious pleasure at breaking very sharply, so that we are knocking against each 
other or against the walls of the bus. We arrive at a place totally unfamiliar. There is a 
building and a courtyard surrounded by barbed wire. We remain a very long time in the 
overheated bus and are finally parked in the famous courtyard. In a neighbouring courtyard, 
we recognize some the people who were the vigil, transported in another lorry. The numerous 
police constantly monitor us. While it would be enough for two policemen to supervise us, as 
we are surrounded by barbed wire. We remain in the courtyard for what seems a very long 
time. We talk among ourselves. Our group is made up mainly of very young people who are 
around 20 years old. The police who are watching us in silence seem uncomfortable.  
In small groups, we enter the building and must wait a long time in a great big corridor, 
standing of course, each of us flanked by two police officers.  
 We go into an office one by one where we are questioned, where our identity is taken and 
where we must sign a paper, that some of us refuse to sign. Finally we are escorted onto the 
street without knowing the place. Without the police deigning to tell us how to get home. We 
have to make do ourselves. I will go home in the early morning, rather tired and I find it hard 
to return to my work after this sleepless night, after my totally ridiculous arrest. A video is 
circulating on the internet, and our night of retention will be known all over France. By 
watching this video, I will assess how brutal the police were. The video also ends with a 
harrowing scene.. Next to the coach, in which we are confined, of an MP Philippe Meunier, 
telephone to indicate that a person lying at his feet was injured.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 53 a mother molested on the 17th of April 2013 
 
“I am a 37 year old mother and this is what I experienced on the evening of the 17th of April, 
at the time of the second evening of the Vigil. We were just in the middle of keeping vigil 
over the lawn, with the permission of the police commissioner until 1am in the morning, but 
every quarter hour the orders changed. Axel, the leader seeing that the commissioner was 
putting us under pressure asked us to leave the lawn.  
At around 00.30 a.m., the CRS started to surround the young people to direct them towards 
the metro where they had been beaten and gassed the day before, we then decided with one of 
my friends to not go home in the metro (which furthermore would have lead us nowhere, 
because it wasn’t our line at all and also it was just closing !) and we preferred to walk home. 
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We started to leave the lawn (towards the Seine) when a few scattered CRS started to 
surround us both to force us to move towards the subway. We tried to explain to them that 
firstly we would not have connections and that also we were walking home. They ripped us of 
our flags and placards and caught me by making a key on each arm and by squeezing my 
wrists violently with the baton on the nape of our necks, in order to throw us like bags into the 
subway which risked being filled with gas! I screamed in fear and pain, one of them said to 
his colleague:’ come on, drop them, let them go !’ but the two who were holding me 
continued to approach the subway, people filmed with their phones, they then released 
discreetly the pressure on my arms and neck refusing to be filmed. 
I was panicking but I had no other choice but to take the last subway and fortunately and we 
got out at a station further and took a taxi back calmly. When I got home I was completely 
shocked, I spent a day with a pain in my neck, on my right shoulder and my wrists and crying, 
so the shock was hard to overcome. I went to see my doctor in the afternoon; he found the 
movement of two cervical s and a contracture on my right shoulder but could not draw up a 
certificate, because according to him, the CRS knew they were hurting me but that it could 
never be traced to them.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 54 of a violent arrest which took place on the 29th of April 2013 
 
“For my personal safety, I ask you to erase all the elements that could identify me. I introduce 
myself, I am X.. 
We were a group of 30 people going into town for the arrival of M.X.. We had the intention 
of going to speak with him, without being violent. Of course, we had our blue, white and pink 
flags and foghorns.  
The moment we tried to approach, the CRS rushed towards us, screaming and shouting. They 
did not want to hear us. In a very brutal way, their leader shouted to his men to identify us and 
to remove all of our flags and foghorns. We were totally surrounded, and the CRS said they 
were going to carry out identity checks. I was in a corner, putting away the equipment I had. 
A CRS moved towards me and attacked me, without knowing why. When he wanted to 
snatch my stuff away, I completely panicked. I wanted to keep them. He again, brutally tried 
to grab my stuff away from me. To defend myself and by an involuntary reflex, I kicked him 
in the shin.  
Immediately, several of his colleagues arrived, tackled me very brutally to the ground and 
beat me up. When I could finally get up, I felt very tense and really sick. I could not help but 
insult my attackers. Half an hour later, they took me to the police station for kicking and 
insulting the police. I was in custody for 12 hours and I was warned that the judge would 
summon me in the coming months. The custody to which I was subjected to was truly painful 
and since then, I have not felt very good. I never imagined that welcoming M. X with some 
flags and a foghorn could result in such a situation. I am frightened by the violence of the 
police to which I was subjected. I do not know if I am going to be able to continue to live 
normally, because I am so shocked.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 55 of several young people blocked without explanation on the 30th of April 
2013 
 
“On this spring day, several young people were walking in the Luxembourg Gardens, walking 
peacefully while chatting. They decided to sit down on a bench to rest and continue their 
discussion. In a few moments the police, who decided to block them on the bench, joined 
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them. The young people tried to get an explanation. Indeed, they were not shouting any 
slogan, they were carrying no banner, they were not wearing any specific dress that would 
distinguish them form any other passers by. The police didn’t give them any explanation as to 
why, and blocked walkers for around a half an hour. The Penal Code, in Book IV, Title III, 
Chapter II and I . Article 432.4, says specifically. 
"The fact of a person holding public authority or discharging a public service mission, acting 
in the course of or in connection with the exercise of his functions or mission, or to order or 
perform an arbitrary act detrimental to individual freedom is punished by seven years' 
imprisonment and a 100,000 euro fine. " 
The action of forces vis-à-vis this group of young people fits precisely in this qualification. 
The Criminal Code will it be applied to meet them? It is possible to doubt it. A complaint was 
filed.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 56 according to which the violence was one sided on the 30th of April 2013 
 
“Everyone knows, that those who come to hold a vigil, who meet at night in Paris or in the 
provinces in order to sing, to reflect on texts, to meditate in silence, to watch the flames of 
candles that they carry in their hands, in order to reinforce the flame of hope that they carry in 
their hearts, everyone knows, these people are ‘cathos-fascists’.  
On the 30th of April, around 10 people held a vigil in the square situated in front of the town 
hall of Brest. The texts that were read, the prayers that were recited, highlight the fact that for 
a child, having a mother and a father, it is slightly basic. Opposite this peaceful group, 
impressed by its calm, illuminated by candles, around thirty supporters of ‘Marriage for all’ 
uttered insults upon insults and provocative slogans. The words used were classic: 
homophobic, cathos, fascists, intolerance, dictatorship. The police who are usually 
omnipresent and over numerous when it comes to reprimanding the peaceful opponents of 
‘gay marriage’, were completely absent when it came to apprehending these violent 
supporters of ‘marriage for all.’” 
 

 
 
 
Testimony No. 57 where on the 6th of May, a disabled person was beaten 
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May the 6th, 2013, is marked by the great slip up of the police who went on a rampage on this 
day at Hérouville – Saint-Clair near Caen. 
Ms. George Paul- Langevin, Minister of State, paid a visit to an experimental college, at 
Hérouville- Saint-Clair. Staying true to its strategy, the ‘Manif Pour Tous’ decided to 
welcome as it should, the Minister, by organizing a small committee in charge of making him 
endure the noise and shouts of a megaphone. 
This Monday, the 6th of May, was the Monday back from holidays. The demonstration was 
made up of around 15 people who were mainly women and children. In contrast, the police, 
not wanting to take any risk of wild behaviour that could jeopardize the French democracy, 
had a huge number of police on duty. The person in charge of the demonstration had 
previously made an agreement with the head of the police that there would not be any 
violence.  
Incomprehensibly, a strange melee ensued between a young woman and a mustached 
policeman, who believed he was obliged to stick close to her, by making these arm gestures, 
the meaning of which was not obvious. Faced with this attitude at best ambiguous and totally 
unusual, the young woman showed great restraint, keeping herself calm, but moving back 
asking the policeman to move away, which is what he didn’t do. The minister passing from a 
far, he is called with the megaphone.  
The police showed real aggression vis-à-vis the protesters and the policemen suddenly rushed 
towards the woman, knocking her to the ground. They continued to beat her while she was 
lying on the ground. The mustached policeman triumphant, his victory was complete, he 
recovered a flag from the Manif Pour Tous. At the same time, a young girl was violently 
struck in turn. All under the mocking gaze of official forces. The films that were taken by the 
demonstrators were overwhelming for the police, faced with a serious problem.  
The young girl violently attacked by the police was disabled, and will suffer a temporary 
interruption of work for ten days.  
The Manif Pour Tous decided to take legal action against the police, while the Parisian 
officials of the world association seized the file themselves, involving the heads of the 
Department for Security, and acted so that this case is not buried. As was said as the time by a 
socialist minister, ‘We must point out the guilty, and that the heads fall.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 58 relating o the events on the 8th of May 2013 on the T-shirt of la ‘Manif 
Pour Tous’ 
 
“Certainly texting is a dangerous tool… several friends send each other a text: ‘if victory was 
celebrated?’ the group come together, several small teams form and all of the people begin to 
walk and talk together. Young people? Small groups? It smells of violence. Around 100 of the 
CRS rush towards them. Police Headquarters provide a possible explanation.:’ With our 
cameras, we spotted a girl wearing a ‘Manif Pour Tous’ T-Shirt. ‘ 
One of the walkers was wearing a ‘Manif Pour Tous’ T-Shirt, which is intolerable. In 
addition, young boys and girls were moving closer to the Elysée. Faced with the possibility of 
a surprise attack on the President’s Palace, the police took action and arrested mercilessly the 
walkers, who were frisked, pushed with extreme brutality into the vans, and driven to several 
police stations on the capital.  
One of the arrested recounted that several policemen were distraught with their lack of 
comprehension of this type of arrest. A complaint was made, alleging participation in a 
banned demonstration. One of the young people explained that the phrase didn’t mean 
anything, because there wasn’t an organized demonstration and that, and that it was therefore 
impossible to ban something which didn’t exist. The argument seems very complex: however 
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the phrase will stand. The retention of these young people lasted several hours. As explained 
later by a young girl, this small reunion to celebrate the victory was not what she was 
expecting.”  
 
 
Testimony No. 59 two weights, two measures for the events on the 12th of May 2013 
 
“Elected from the Drome, and mayor of the town of Crest, the MP Hervé Mariton was 
informed, a few days before the 12th of May 2013, that the favourable activisits of ‘Mariage 
Pour Tous’, the head of which included Jean-Luc Romero, related PS and Jean Luc 
Bennahmias, of MoDem, were going to demonstrate in his town. Hervé Mariton knows it and 
says it: knowing that the demonstrators were and the demonstration would honestly be 
peaceful. He noted his intention to stay put and eventually stand up to the demonstrators. We 
strongly advised him against it, and he would therefore be absent at the time of the 
demonstrations, because he was going to the wedding fair, a few kilometres away… 
Then what was going to happen happens. A thousand activists in favour of the denaturation of 
marriage and to the right of a child demonstrate loudly, and smear this good city of Crest with 
insulting and hateful slogans, of which some were particularly violent. All this is duly 
registered by the municipal services.  
Hervé Mariton takes the decision to file a lawsuit against the makers of these inscriptions, 
which undermined the integrity of the property of the municipality.  
The façade of the permanence of the elected suffered a particularly careful treatment on the 
part of the demonstrators.  
While this demonstration was announced, and that it was obvious to every person with good 
sense that it would be violent, maybe it would have been appropriate to send a sufficient 
number of police in order to contain any wild behaviour. It would have been necessary to 
reorganize the national security plan, removing unnecessary personnel from secure places 
where nothing is happening, to Crest, where there was obviously going to be violence.  
This major incident, targeting a leading elective, will be considered globally as minor by the 
political and media environment. In contrast, when, a few weeks earlier, the 6th of April, the 
young French people of ‘La Manif Pour Tous et du Printemps had stuck a few posters on the 
front of the Espace des Blancs Manteaux, in Paris, which were supposed to host a 
demonstration of l’inter- LGBT, the controversy was national.” 
 
 
Testimony No. 60 18th of May 2013: Everyone against one 
 
“A demonstration is organized in from of the Pantheon, the evening of the 18th of May. As 
usual the police were countless whereas the group of protesters seemed much more modest. 
Clashes occurred, which appeared much more peaceful in comparison to the simple 
‘scramble’ (according to the Minister of the Interior ) of Trocadéro, a scramble which will 
lead all the same by around 30 injured and awesome destruction.  
A young black man is chased by the police. In his course, he is completely alone, and 
therefore does not present a single risk, given the large number of police present. He is caught 
quickly. He is thrown to the ground with extreme brutality and is savagely beaten. His head 
seems crushed by the legs and knees of the police who surround him. He bleeds. He finds the 
force to continue to scream, with a voice more and more weak and broken: ‘Hollande… Your 
law… we do not want it… Holland…Your law… we don’t want it!’.. Just until his voice stops, 
apparently because of the boot of a policeman who crushed his mouth. He is finally dragged 
to car in which he is thrown like a common package.  
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This act of free violence, carried out by several policemen against a protester, is filmed by 
deeply shocked witnesses as the scene unfolded before their eyes.” 
 
Testimony No. 61 from Master Cyrille Dutheil de la Rochere who was arrested near a vigil 
Saturday the 25th of May 2013 
 
“[…] Master has the honour to lodge a complaint against X, particularly being Monsieur 
Stéphane [X] and /or Madame Carole [X], in your hands for the crimes for interference with 
individual liberty of a person holding the public authority, and against X for complicity in this 
crime, offences defined and punishable under Articles 121-7, 432-4 and 432-5 and 432-17 
paragraph 1 of the Criminal Code.  
 
Presentation of facts: As Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE has been object of custody 
from Saturday 25th of May 2013 at 10.15p.m. till Sunday the 26th of May 2013 at 8p.m. on the 
grounds of "having on the 25th May 2013 in PARIS, not carrying a weapon, voluntarily 
continued to participate in a gathering after a warning of dispersion (Article 431-4 of the CPP, 
"it was a reminder of the law . Whereas Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE formally 
disputes the facts and he specifically asked to be tried on these facts. Whereas, in any event 
should be, it already, raises serious violations of rights committed in the course of this 
placement in custody. Since the facts are recounted below with as much detail, but certain 
uncertainly of times noted, partly the deprivation of a watch after the "search" and partly, 
some small elements not confirmed.  
Whereas on Saturday 25th of May, 2013 at 4p.m. Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE 
goes, with his wife and children, with her parents to Neuilly where there found one of his 
brothers in law, his wife and their five children, in the province of Moulins, to celebrate the 
birthday of his mother in law, with whom they had dinner together. Then, at 9p.m. Master 
Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE, his brother and sister, decided to go to the Champs-Elysées, 
in particular to see the potential stigma of the riots of May 16th, and to observe whether the 
events announced on social networks met the world. They had no intention of joining any 
event and they were wearing absolutely no particular sign, they arrived at the station Etoile at 
9.15-9.25 p.m. They noticed, from the top of the Champs-Elysées, far away, multicolored 
fireworks. Out of curiosity they moved towards the fireworks along with an ever-increasing 
number of tourists and other pedestrians on the footpath. Then, taking some pictures and films 
Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE s' found himself separated from his brother and his 
sister-in-law. Then at 9.36, 9.38 and 9.26p.m, Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE left 
messages on the cell his brother in order to find him so they could go home together. Failing 
to contact him Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE decided to call his wife at 9.53p.m., 
so that she could check on the Internet connection at la Defense was established (in fact, 
repair works were advertised on the line Saint-Lazare Versailles Rive Droite) . Reassured, 
Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE went back, then towards the Etoile to take his 
subway, during these phone calls, Master Cyril of DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE observed 
various movements of protesters and police on the road, but he remained on the sidewalk, 
near the windows. After passing the first barricade without difficulty, the police noting that he 
was clearly not one of the protesters, Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE found himself 
facing a second barricade next to which a police car was parked and a group surrounded by 
gendarmes. Following the directions of passage, Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE 
found himself on the other side of the barricade, he saw a squadron leader, being Mr. 
Stéphane [X] and asked (by empathy for young people surrounded, on one hand, and 
secondly, by professional reflex) courteously the reasons for this encirclement of people. 
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The commander replied that there had been an order to disperse. Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA 
ROCHERE replied that it was a shame that the police were not there " a fortnight ago". 
The commander replied that dispersal order had been given and it was necessary there was 
‘movement.’ 
Then turning on his right, ready to go, Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE said that this 
account, he had to stop all the onlookers who had stopped to watch the scene (by showing 
them the hand) 
He did not have time to continue his departure when he heard an order to seize him and put 
him in the group, 
Having arrived (without any violence from the police) in the group of people surrounded, 
Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE sought his professional lawyer card, among his 
papers in his bag and showed it to the commander, who told him "you will see with the OPJ! " 
With the others, he was asked to get into the police car at 10.15 p.m. on the 15th of May, 2013 
without being able to address anyone he recognized as competent enough to listen to him. The 
police car was taken to the 18th district of PARIS, rue de l’Evangile.  
Descended from the car, the 65-70 people waited outside the premises, behind barbed wire 
and guarded by police and some gendarmes. 
During the hours that followed, in small groups or individually, people were invited to enter 
the premises. 
Despite requests, no information was given as to their status (identity check or custody), and 
especially about the possibility of using mobile phones. 
Whereas, on 26th of May 2013 to 2.10a.m.Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE was 
presented to OPJ can be Carole [X], who notified him of his placement in custody, 
Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE immediately reported as a lawyer and asked that Mr. 
Dean of the Bar Association of PARIS (because of territorial jurisdiction over this custody), 
or his delegate, be warned. 
That O. P.J. retorted that the Dean was his "employer" and that he should choose a phone call 
to his employer or his family, 
Attempts of explanation by Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE only received sarcasm, 
irony and laughter from one of the colleagues of the OPJ and "lesson" of law ... and refused to 
grant this specific request! 
If it can be understood, Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE asked to let his wife know 
and requested that a public defender is appointed. 
Also, Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE noted that the time shown for his arrest was 
inaccurate; in this case it was not 9.45p.m. as mentioned, but 10.15 p.m. The OPJ responded 
that it was time that he was asked to note. 
Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE said that, given the lack of accuracy of this PV, it 
could not sign it.  
That earned him a new volley of sarcasm and derogatory remarks (including his career, legal 
expertise, his professional practice, etc...). Since " lawyer notice" was made a 3.00 / 3.30 a.m. 
and the " Parquet Notice” at 4.55 a.m. or, respectively, more than five hours after the arrest 
and one or more hours after the notification of rights to notify a lawyer, and more than 6.30 
hours after the arrest and 2.45 hours after notification of the rights to the "Notice Parquet". 
Then, sitting on a bench aligned, each person was asked to go to be frisked. Master Cyril 
DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE reminded the official the specific difficulties, holding as a lawyer 
concerning the search of his bag, stating that it contained two or three professional and 
confidential order papers (documents present which shows even more precisely he had no 
intention to go and participate in any event) 



EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR LAW AND JUSTICE 

 

Testimonies of police repression during the “manifs pour tous” 

 
45 

That the officer has agreed not to seize the documents in question himself, but they had to be 
put back in the bag, without any manner of closure comes into play and prohibits any third 
party, 
As a result, Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE was placed in a cell with a dozen other 
people. 
.Requests to go to the bathroom or drink were rarely answered ... at around 5.00 -5. 30, 
Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE was transferred alone to the police station on the 
14th district of PARIS, located at 114 Avenue du Maine (without being handcuffed and 
without incident). 
He received an orange juice in the morning at 8.00 (there was no more cake!). After meeting 
with his lawyer (9.00-9 .30), Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE was interviews from 
9.32 to 9 .34 (in fact, simple short statement). Then all the necessary acts have been carried 
out (fingerprints and palm prints, photos, etc ...). 
At around 12, the police came to release Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE from his 
cell to take him to the UMJ (Hôtel-Dieu) 
Peacekeepers immediately handcuffed him, arms behind his back, without Master Cyril 
DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE offering any resistance, 
Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE said he was a lawyer, that in no case would he take 
the risk of being seen in handcuffs (possibly by clients) and, under these conditions, he 
preferred to give a medical examination. 
Officials responded that they had orders to take him to the UMJ and handcuffs were 
mandatory. 
Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE had to leave the station, handcuffed to get to the van 
parked on the sidewalk in public view.  
It was the same before the UMJ, then return (including trips) 
Only the doctor was courteous. 
The return from UMJ at 5.00-5.30 p.m., no food was offered. A person had been placed in his 
cell, in this case according to the statements of the applicant [Mr Karim B.] - a minor. 
At around 7 -7.30 p.m., a tray of pasta has been offered (and accepted). 
At around 8.30p.m. Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE was presented to the OPJ to see 
him lifting notify police custody and given a reminder of the law, 
The lifting of the custody was signed with sub-signature- indication by Mr. Cyril DUTHEIL 
LA ROCHERE, which mentioned of the exact time of arrest. The reminder of the law was not 
signed. 
In fact, such a reminder of the law may suggest that an offense has been committed, but that 
the prosecution brings to the respondent's leniency. 
Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE disputes any such fault and does not want any 
leniency, but a real debate comparing the costs of the prosecution and defense, 
A request to be heard before the competent court has been requested. Finally, it will be noted 
that, throughout the custody, Master Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE found himself with 
many police officers. 
Some had a courteous and professional attitude, but a majority of such officer’s exercise 
characterized contempt and unkindness (without, however, no insult). 
Whereas at present, having regard to Article 40 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, Master 
Cyril DUTHEIL LA ROCHERE lodged a complaint in the hands of Mr. Prosecutor at the 
Tribunal de Grande Instance of PARIS: * against [...]” 
 
 
Testimony No. 62 Jean B. having been in custody for 36 hours followed by a further 24 
hours on Saturday, the 25th of May, 2013 
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“Following abusive custody this weekend, I offer my testimony. I am certainly not a saint but 
it is clear that the police were very far from being flawless! 
We went on the Champs Elysées Saturday, May 25 in the evening having arrived in Paris 
recently. Indeed, we were at Versailles for the confirmation of Aurelian on Saturday 
afternoon. We suspected that the protest action would take place but we did not know what it 
was. 
Seeing that it degenerated and gendarmerie began to take position to encircle us, we start 
running up towards Place de l’Etoile to go down a side street (Pressburg Street). There, a 
policeman of the 26/6 Gap (Sylvain STIGWART) catches a protester (who I did not know). It 
was about 9:45 p.m. when it happened. He held him by the shoulders and began to put him on 
the ground when I verbally interrupted in this way: "Let go of him, we're leaving." He 
complied but turned to me and grabbed me by the shoulders. I then caught him by the elbow 
of his PROTEC knowing that the police exercised free violence and afraid I would get beaten. 
I've in no way tried to resist especially as I had the right to all possible insults from the police 
(little shit, asshole, asshole, asshole...)! This brought me to the ground with a brush placing all 
his weight on me as he kneeled on my back. It was not actually difficult for him because I 
wasn’t exerting any resistance. I was then handcuffed, lying, and then probed and searched 
(they emptied all my pockets and emptied the wallet, opened the package of new tobacco, 
etc..). 
  
After lifting me up again and making me wait face against a grid, they made me get into into a 
van(number 42 green), another protester arrested (minor) was put in the 41. The interview 
was carried out by another policeman who had nothing to do with my arrest (normal??). On 
the form the boxes which were ticked were: "participation in an unauthorized demonstration" 
and "rebellion" (?). They gave us a ride in a truck to bus which was like a "paddy wagon" ... 
There were only two of us in it and still handcuffed. After waiting a long time (impossible to 
say the exact time, my mobile phone has been seized), we were transported under the escort 
of two motorcycles to the police station on the 18th district (Rue de l’Evangile). When we 
arrived, fifty people were sitting in the backyard, singing. 
  
After a long wait, I was taken directly to a police officer (vol-violence section) that specified 
that we were placed in custody for the facts cited above. After that, I experienced a new 
search and was placed in a cell where a man named David was already present. 
Around 2am, I was transferred to the 9th district SAIP with another demonstrator. 
Here, the police officer (which I wish to note the correction) I meant that the policeman 
(called Sylvain STIGWART) had filed a complaint against me. I spent 39 hours in custody 
since there had been a confrontation between him and myself is done on Monday, May 27th 
at 11a.m. 
I was released around 12:30p.m.  
 
 
Here, I arranged to meet my friends (Aurélien Paul M. Antoine T., Paul F.) at the subway 
"Place de Clichy" because it was the nearest police station and he left me almost more battery 
on my phone. They joined me and make my bag that I had left in our tenants at the weekend 
so I could go out with peace of mind Saturday night. 
  
Since I had hardly eaten in my custody and since we did not know Paris, we went by the 
subway to St Francois-Xavier station and then walked to the McDonalds La Motte Piquet (at 
least we were sure to find food here since we've already been there). We faced a policeman of 
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the 12th brigade intervention at the exit of the subway who challenged us verbally and asked 
us what we were doing here (do we look that suspicious?). We explain and discuss with him 
for nearly quarter of an hour. During the conversation, we ask why there is so much distrust 
of the police. He replied that Greenpeace protest is scheduled in the afternoon. (Lie?) 
 
Very happy to have simply discussed and in confidence with a policeman who seemed 
friendly, we walked from the station to St FX La Motte Piquet. Upon arriving at Avenue de 
Breteuil, we see a company of gendarmes. We are moving peacefully along and suddenly they 
are deployed in a compact design! What's going on? Antoine was wearing a T-shirt from the 
demonstration, is that what scares them? 
Coming before them, they ask us to leave our CNI and present them telling us that this is a 
simple identity check. We are made to suffer frisking of our bodies and our bags. Another 
surprise is the same police who had arrested me Saturday night! To the question "what are 
you doing here?" We are simply respond that “we are eating at La Motte Piquet." 
No problems so far. 
Then a police officer dressed in normal clothes, (small, bald) reports our identities and 
addresses on a sheet (why?). Therefore, after a radio communication that we could not hear 
the police (including a man named Regis) makes us get on a ‘paddy wagon’ with the police 
which is considered too big for just 4 of us so we were transferred into a police van with the 
same purpose (control: Guillemette de Norbécourt + the + small newspaper pictures on beige 
living room). We were escorted under the escort of two police motorcyclists until the 18th 
where our bags were subjected to a search. 
In mine: A smoke in hand, a penknife and a telescopic baton packed in two tight shirts by a 
sock (for transport and to demonstrate my desire not to use it I had taken this weekend as it 
was long since I promised that I Aurélien would show him). In addition, I had a wooden box 
in which I was carrying a dagger collection of war in Vietnam for the same purpose as the 
baton. This box was screwed, glued and taped over all (further proof of my non-violence 
despite what I was carrying). The officer opened it even when I told him what was in it and I 
wanted it to be a JPO who opens it (is this legal?). 
Result: Aurélien and I ended up back in custody (with him a penknife and a dust mask in his 
bag) with the reasons: unauthorized demonstration and carrying of prohibited weapon ... 
What event are they talking about? We were only 4 and I just got out of custody ... How could 
I have known? In addition, I had no battery on my iPhone! In addition, video surveillance of 
the place we were arrested proves that there was actually no particular gathering.  
Shortly after, we were transferred to the SAIP on the 19th (judged to be the worst police 
station in Paris by the police who transported us there and others with whom we spoke later) 
where we saw placed 3 in a single cell on the third floor (for those who know: cell where you 
are just supposed to wait for the interview with the lawyer ...). 
The policeman interviewed us at 0:30 and was more than contemptuous, trying to confuse us, 
to make us admit mistakes that we have not committed, in short, to lead us to the end! 
Around 11 am, a new more accurate policeman this time re-interviewed us. He wanted 
"clarification" but in the end we just retold everything as of the interview of the night was a 
ruse to induce an error. After eating, we were made to sign the paper end of custody then gave 
us cell saying that we were brought to the floor for immediate appearance before the parquet. 
After waiting one and a half hours, we were led to the filing where finally we go before the 
judge at 8:30p.m. Given the late hour, the court decided to defer our judgment till 2nd of July. 
Police freed us at 21:30. 
 
Final outcome of the abusive custody: 3 days less work and therefore unjustified absence 
from the company, returning the AOCDTF (the GAV was the straw that broke the camel’s 
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back), morale at its lowest, physical condition evidently weaker(insufficient food, unbearable 
pace, impossible to sleep between the lack of space and interviews in the middle of the night, 
etc.) ...” 
 
 
Testimony No. 63 JB C. arrested on the evening of Saturday, May 25th, 2013 
 
“I was arrested on Saturday, the 25th of May at around 9:30p.m on the Champs Elysées. I was 
with a group of friends and soon after I took a photo of a policeman in plain clothes nearby, I 
was immediately ostracized. He grabbed me by the arm and asked me to delete the photo at 
once. I obeyed. 
His colleague asked him if I had to be carted off as well, and he responded that I should be 
put in the "paddy wagon" with the others. 
After that I was placed in the police station of Montreuil, with 24 hours of custody. The 
reason is: no dispersion after warning. 
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Part 3: A few last words about the last demonstration and a 
presidential conference  

 
 
 

 
 
 
Testimony No. 64 Mr. P-A M.B who hired a lawyer in order to sue for the incidents on the 
26th of May, 2013 
 
“Arrested for questioning on Sunday the 26th of May following the demonstration for all; The 
grounds for my arrest are the following; ‘having participated at a gathering, not carrying a 
weapon ,but in this case remained , after the warning of dispersion , in the area of the 

 
This third demonstration, gathering more than a million people, was also very peaceful and 
friendly. 
The events described above are focussed almost exclusively on incidents that occurred at 
the end of the event on the Esplanade des Invalides. 
Indeed, many people wanted to remain at the end of the event in order to participate in a 
great evening. There were also some acts of provocation against the police, which should 
be noted, were instigated by young people who were not present at the time of the 
demonstration, but only arrived at the end in order to unite with others on the Esplanade. 
We note again here that it was mainly overzealous police, particularly the police dressed as 
civilians who repeatedly manhandled girls sitting on the floor. 
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demonstration ‘manif pour tous’,  in opposition to the law relating to the opening of marriage 
for same sex couples.’ 
15 hours in custody 
I never heard or saw the warning of dispersal: furthermore, I had been arrested after having 
spoken to the Commisioner of the CRS who had told us that we could leave the area. 
Our arrest took place under conditions that I deplore. Indeed, we were quite numerous in the 
bus which brought us to the police station on rue de l’Evangile in the 18th arrondissement. 
We were overcrowded in this space and once we were there, the delays were very long. We 
waited for nearly 2 and a half hours in front of the station before being heard in order to give a 
verbal statement. I was not informed that I had the liberty to remain silent. I was asked did I 
want a court-appointed lawyer. I accepted but I did not meet him until the following day. 
I then waited for a long time in the corridor of the police station with the other arrestees. We 
were then frisked and placed in a cell. At around 7 a.m. I was transferred to the police station 
on the 11th arrondissement of Paris where I found myself with a friend in a cell with another 
person.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The summary that can be made here for the event of May 27, 2013 will reflect 

almost all the testimonies in this compilation. The perfect corroboration of these 
testimonies, allows us to summarize this half-day as follows: 
Following information which circulated through social networks, the residents of the 
Fifteenth District spontaneously went to the Lycée Buffon to welcome the President of the 
Republic who was on an official trip. 
Of these people, a hundred were retained several hundred meters from the entrance of the 
Lyceum and were happy to chant a few slogans. A police operation was quickly put in 
place around them, preventing them from leaving at any time. Mothers wishing to pick up 
their children at school shortly before 4 :00 p.m. were prevented, and all the people present 
were arrested one by one and put into an overheated police bus. Taken to the Police Station 
on rue de l’Evangile, they had to wait until the legal time limit allocated for identity checks 
preformed at the Station. 
It is certainly illegal to take a civilian to a police station for an identity check when this 
check is possible onsite. The protesters showed no resistance, having committed no crime. 
The other reason for the arrest of the alleged undeclared gathering simply does not exist, 
only the organization and non-declaration can be suppressed. There was no warning of 
dispersion and when people wanted to disperse, they were prevented. 
 
The following short video helps to sum up the first stage of the day 
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