May 22, 2020
Stephen Charles Kokx
Life Site News
210 Diamond Ave NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Email: skokx@lifesitenews.com
RE: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST
Greetings:
The Grand Rapids Police Department has received your request for information and has processed it under the provisions of the
Michigan Freedom of Information Act (P.A. 442 of 1976). Please refer all responses to FOIA #20-0672.
The request was for:
Incident report regarding pro-life protesters at 320 Fulton St E on 5/13/2020
A search of departmental files found one (1) incident report pertinent to your search. Your request is GRANTED in part and
DENIED in part as to the following redactions.
MCL 15.243 §§ 13(1)(a) and 13(1)(b)(iii) of the Michigan Freedom of Information Act exempts from disclosure those records which would
constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. Therefore, portions of the report (addresses, phone numbers, etc.) that fall
within the above-mentioned statute have been redacted.
Driver’s license information, including images, have been redacted under MCL 15.243(1)(d) in coordination with the Driver’s Privacy
Protection Act [18 USC §§ 2127-25].
Please be advised that under MCL 15.243(1)(a)(information of a personal nature release of which would constitute a clearly
unwarranted invasion of an individual’s privacy) and MCL 15.243(1)(b)(iii) (law enforcement records release of which would
constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy). It is the City’s position that the public interest in the disclosure of this
information is outweighed by the public interest in keeping this information private. The core purpose of the FOIA is to contribute
significantly to public understanding of the operations or activities of the government. Requests for information on private citizens
accumulated in government files that reveal little to nothing about the inner working of government do not serve the core purpose
of the FOIA. See ESPN, Inc., v Michigan State University, 311 Mich. App. 662 (2015). In this instance, release of the requested
records does not reveal the inner workings of government and therefore does not serve the core purpose of the FOIA. Therefore,
portions of the report (names, addresses, phone numbers, dates of birth, etc.) that fall within the above-mentioned statute have
been redacted, and that requested information which is withheld is considered denied.
All fees permissible under Michigan’s Freedom of Information Act have been waived in this instance and the record(s) enclosed.
You have certain rights to appeal the partial denial of your record request. You may either appeal to the City Commission or
commence a Kent County Circuit Court action within 180 days of this letter. Your appeal rights and rights to damages for improper
denial are specifically set out in Section 10 of the Act. You also have certain rights to appeal a fee charged for your records request
as set out in Section 10a of the Act. A copy of the City of Grand Rapids FOIA policy, including your right to appeal, is enclosed. A
copy of the City of Grand Rapids’ Freedom of Information Act Procedures and Guidelines and written public summary is available
on the City’s website at the following location: https://www.grandrapidsmi.gov/Services/File-a-Freedom-of-Information-Act-FOIARequest-For-Police-Records

DRS/mos

Thank you,

Mikayla O. Smith, Police Records Specialist
on behalf of Capt. David R. Schnurstein
Records & Technology Division Commander

DRS/mos

Report Date/Time
05/13/2020 / 09 25 hrs

Date/Time - Between
/

and/or On
05/13/2020 / 08 33 hrs

Inc Number
20-027992

Narrative
Reporting Officer:
Rpt Date / Time: 5/13/2020 / 9:25
Smith, Jordyn #155
On 05/13/2020 at 0830 hours Sgt Bryant and I were dispatched to 320 Fulton St E in reference to 20 people protesting at the clinic, taking
pictures of patients, and walking into the private parking lot. This clinic offers abortion services.
It should be noted that the Heritage Clinic for Women has appointments scheduled for 0800-1200 hours each Wednesday-Friday. The
protesters are aware of these hours.
Employees at this clinic have never seen a group as aggressive as these pro-life activists. Officers investigated and concluded that this
specific group of about 20 was with the "Red Rose Rescue" mission, headed by Monica Miller. All men and women cited or arrested were not
from the area. This groups goal, according to one of the arrested subjects, was to encourage arrest. Other groups with the "Red Rose
Rescue" encourage compliant protests, and abide by the law.
Upon arrival I observed several people harassing patients in the driveway at the bottom of the hill at the listed location. This area is posted no
trespassing. One protester, identified as Monica Miller, walked into the clinic with a patient, and was escorted out. Monica was accompanied
by another protester, Robert Kovaly.
Both Monica and Robert were directed several times to leave the property. They were told to stay on the sidewalk, not block the driveway,
and keep the noise down. While attempting to escort them off the property they continued to harass several more patients that attempted to
go into the parking area.
After directing both Monica and Robert off the property, I had to physically escort Monica up to the sidewalk, as she remained stationary in
the private lot refusing to walk off the property on her own. Robert followed. While with the rest of the pro-life protesters out front of the
building I advised that all must stay off the property, and remain on the side walk while not blocking the driveway.
Within moments of police leaving the area, police got called back as the same individuals immediately went back down the driveway and
were harassing patients again.
Monica and Robert were placed into custody, searched and put in the rear of my patrol car. They were cited for trespassing (20Z667304 and
20Z667305) and told if they return again they would be taken to jail for trespassing. They were advised to remain on the sidewalk and keep
the noise down. Both were released. There were no further issues with either the remainder of the morning.
Sgt Bryant observed another protester in the private parking lot, a male identified as
patrol car. He was warned to not return to the private property and released.

, and placed him in the rear of his

All three subjects were attempting to actively address patients with red roses while officers warned them to stop and remove themselves from
the property.
No names were collected of the patients, to protect their privacy. It can be noted that the patients appeared fearful, harassed, and displeased
with the interactions the protesters were having with them.
Nothing further.
_________________________________________________________________________
0851 hours:
Officers were called out a third time, for the protesters being loud and blocking the driveway.
On this return no violations were observed.
Of note, one female, later identified as Annelore Norton, would walk across the driveway slowly as patients drove in. This included her
walking in the path of police cruisers trying to get into the drive. I nearly struck Annelore if I did not slow my vehicle while getting into the
driveway. Other officers noted the same.
Officers then cleared.
_________________________________________________________________________
1013 hours:

Report Date/Time

Date/Time - Between

05/13/2020 / 12 40 hrs

/

and/or On
05/13/2020 / 08 33 hrs

Inc Number
20-027992

Narrative
Reporting Officer:
Rpt Date / Time: 5/13/2020 / 12:40
Follow-Up Report
Fischer, Timothy #167
On today's date at approximately 1020 hours, I was dispatched to the Heritage Clinic for Women at 320 Fulton St E regarding protesters that
were trespassing on clinic property. There were several callers consisting of employees as well as neighbors (See original report).
Upon arrival, Officer J. Smith and I spoke with protesters and reminded them of the rules against trespassing. Upon pulling into the parking
lot, I almost struck several protesters who were blocking the driveway.
After speaking with protesters the first time, we left the property without incident. I spoke with Sgt. Bryant who stated that he would be
monitoring the crowd for violations and f we had to return that we would be enforcing strict enforcement for trespassing.
Minutes later, Sgt. Bryant reported that he witnessed several of the protesters running back onto the property.
Upon arrival the second time, I pulled into the clinic parking lot and one of the employees was pointing at one of the protesters who was in
the back lot behind the business directing me to them.
I made contact with the protester, Heather Ruth Idoni, and placed her into handcuffs (DLCS). I escorted her to the driver side of my patrol car
where she was searched incident to arrest, and placed in the back of my patrol car.
I the assisted Officer J. Smith with placing another protester seen trespassing before returning to my cruiser.
I file checked Idoni and she was NIL LEIN.
I spoke with her regarding the protest and she stated that she came to the protest fully expecting to be arrested. She stated that she has
been arrested several times for the same situation around the country. She was a part of the "Red Rose Rescue Mission".
I wrote Idoni a citation for trespassing, 20Z667307, and transported her to KCCF. The citation will be attached to this report. I was directed
by Lt. Merrill to give Idoni a $500.00 personal recognizance at the jail and I did so. I stood by until Idoni was processed and then transported
her out of the sally port where she was released from custody.
BWC and ICV active. Nothing further.

