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CRS, American Life League and AKA Printing
August 27, 2013 by Jim Stipe (http://newswire.crs.org/author/jstipe/)

CRS did not use the threat of ending a printing contract to silence critics. On the contrary, CRS was aware the attacks

would be forthcoming once we did not renew the contract with AKA Printing and Mailing, which is owned by the

Brown family and is closely associated with American Life League (ALL). That decision was taken in light of many

issues, including business processes and the attacks ALL has made against CRS and other Catholic Social Ministries.

It had nothing to do with AKA’s links to the pro-life cause, which CRS supports (http://crs.org/about/mission-

statement/). CRS’ bishop-led board made a principled choice not to support such smear tactics.

Background: A recent article on LifeSiteNews implied that Catholic Relief Services used the financial incentive of a

printing contract to silence critics, but the facts make clear that this is not the case.

In May 2011, American Life League (ALL) posted a video against CRS, claiming that the agency was acting against

Church teaching. The video and an ALL press release said a report with more charges against CRS was forthcoming.

On May 13, 2011, Ken Hackett, the president of CRS at the time, wrote a letter to Judie Brown

(http://newswire.crs.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Ken-Hackett-letter-to-Judie-Brown-May-13-2011.pdf),

president of ALL, saying that such, “inflammatory and accusatory attacks on Catholic Relief Services are inaccurate

and hurtful to our mission of service to Christ’s poor.” The letter contained no suggestion or threat that CRS would

stop working with the printing company owned by her son Hugh Brown if ALL did not take down the video.

Hugh Brown, who was on ALL’s board of directors, emailed CRS a letter signed by Judie Brown and dated May 15,

2011 which stated:
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Please accept my apology, as the video report should not have been released. I was not aware of the

content and would not have approved it. Therefore I have insisted that it be removed, and it has been,

along with the press release.

Work on the report mentioned in the press release has been stopped and certain staff members

reassigned. The creation of the report in question was not approved and those responsible have been

held accountable. It will not be released. You have my word on that.

American Life League would much prefer to be a help to you and CRS in your lifesaving work. In our joint

service to the poor, the preborn, and those in need, we can do great things in His name by working

together. Along those lines I would like to meet later this summer and review the matter with you.

Hugh Brown also wrote to CRS in an email:

I would also offer my heartfelt personal apology, as this is infuriating, embarrassing and sickening to me.

That email was to the head of CRS’s Charitable Giving department which had a large contract with a company

headed by Hugh Brown, AKA Printing and Mailing, for direct mail items.

Later, CRS staff members met with Mrs. Brown to go over her concerns, objecting to the way they were presented as

a smear on CRS. In that meeting, Mrs. Brown agreed not to release the ALL report.

A few months later, the CRS board decided not to renew its direct mail printing contract with AKA. Though there

had been assurances that AKA and ALL were totally separate, it had become clear this was not the case. The decision

was taken in light of many issues, including business processes and the attacks ALL made against CRS and other

Catholic social ministries.

Within weeks of the AKA management’s learning of this, the attacks against CRS by ALL were relaunched, mainly

along the lines of the report that Mrs. Brown gave her word would not be released.

CRS’s decision not to renew the contract with AKA had nothing to do with its links to the pro-life cause, which CRS

supports (http://crs.org/about/mission-statement/). Rather, the CRS board felt that it could not support, even

indirectly, a group that launched unfair smear campaigns against those in the Church, not only CRS, working to

carry out the gospel mission of aiding the poor. By standing on that principle, CRS opened itself up to the attacks

that followed.
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Catholic Relief Services is the official international humanitarian agency of the Catholic community in the United

States. We alleviate suffering and provide assistance to people in need in more than 100 countries (/where/), without

regard to race, religion or nationality.
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