
Respect Life Homily 2014 
 
R. U. for Life?  Je suppose que vous ne seriez pas ici si 
vous ne l’étiez pas! Every person is called to stand for life. 
Although now we are told, as we heard in the news 
yesterday, that if you want to be an M.P. in the next 
election and you are Pro-Life you will be screened out 
and won’t be allowed to run. So much for democracy! 
You don’t even have to be religious to acknowledge what 
Pope Francis wrote in E.G. #213: “that a human being is 
always sacred and inviolable, in any situation and at every 
stage of development…. Reason alone is sufficient to 
recognize the inviolable value of each single human life.”  
 
Chaque année on se réunit à Ottawa pour la Marche pour la 
Vie. Nous insistons sur la dignité et la valeur de toute vie 
humaine de la conception à la mort naturelle. Mais nous 
donnons tout particulièrement une voix aux enfants à naître 
parce qu’ils sont les plus sans défense et innocents de tous. 
 
Nous pourrions facilement parler de nos préoccupations 
croissantes pour les autres membres vulnérables de notre 
société dont la vie est menacée par une poussée envers 
l'euthanasie et le suicide assisté ; et ce n'est pas pour 
diminuer ou ignorer les autres conditions qui menacent les 
droits de l'homme, de la dignité humaine et de la famille, 
comme la pauvreté, le racisme, la violence de la guerre, 
l'injustice. 
 
Mais il y a certains comportements qui sont toujours 
condamnables et une grave offense à la dignité de la 
personne humaine comme l'avortement qui est la question 
fondamentale clé - abortion is the key foundational issue 
when it comes to talking about life issues because as the 
U.S. Bishops stated a number of years ago, “a society which 
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destroys human life by abortion under the mantle of law 
unavoidably undermines respect for life in all other contexts. 
… Protection in law and practice of unborn human life will 
benefit all life, not only the lives of the unborn.”   
 
Ever since the de-criminalization of abortion in 1969 here in 
this country over 4 million children have been killed by 
abortion. ¼ de tous les enfants à naitres à chaque année 
sont éliminés intentionellement par l’avortement et un 
montant disproportionné d’entre eux sont des femelles. 
Abortion also hurts women. Countless women have been 
traumatized so deeply by abortion that they spend years 
struggling to find peace, healing and reconciliation.  
 
And this year, we are also particularly concerned about the 
plight of women because of the threat of an old drug making 
a re-appearance on the Canadian market – the RU-486 
abortion pill which not only kills the developing child but in 
some cases also leads to the death of the mother. Three 
pro-abortion feminists in 1992 wrote in a book entitled 
“RU486-Misconceptions Myths and Morals” that “RU-486 
constitutes a new form of medical violence that endangers 
women’s lives and violates their right to be free from bodily 
harm.”  Cette drogue synthétique avait été bannie en 2001 
au Canada, après qu’une femme soit décédée d’un choc 
sceptique durant les tests pharmaceutiques. Aux Etats-Unis 
pas moins de 14 femmes sont mortes en 2011 après avoir 
consommé la pilule RU-486. Nous devons protéger nos 
femmes et nos enfants à naître.  
 
Yet, we are being told by those who support abortion that to 
respect women we must give them the “choice” to kill their 
babies and subject themselves to harmful physical and 
psychological effects. This does not respect women. If we 
really respect them, we will come to their assistance if they 
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are in a difficult situation, and see to it that they have what 
they need to give life to their child. If a woman is in a “crisis 
pregnancy” let’s help her by eliminating the crisis, not by 
eliminating the pregnancy. Most women who procure 
abortions do not do so because of “freedom of choice” but 
rather because they feel they have no freedom and no 
choice. They feel trapped, abandoned, desperate, afraid, 
and pressured and sadly they feel that there is no one they 
can turn to except the abortionist. The Feminists For Life 
state that: “Abortion is a reflection that we have not met the 
needs of women.”  
 
Mais il y a de bonnes nouvelles. Il y a de nombreuses 
organisations prêtes à aider, et il y a même des 
organisations qui aident à la guérison de ceux qui ont eu des 
avortements – Plusieurs de ces organisations sont 
représentées ici aujourd'hui et je vous affirme pour tout le 
beau travail que vous faites pour aider les femmes dans des 
situations difficiles, les encourageant et les soutenant dans 
leur décision de choisir la vie et de faire ce qui est juste. 
Même les paroisses fournissent de l'aide. 
 
We affirm all those who accompany women in very difficult 
situations, even in our parishes. Shortly after I became 
Pastor of Queen of Peace Parish in Houston, TX, “I was 
approached by a young girl, her mother and her aunt. 
She was barely 13 and she was pregnant. I wanted to 
cry… They asked if an exception could be made in her 
case because of her age – they wanted to abort the 
child. I tried to be as compassionate as I could – helping 
her acknowledge the child in her womb and 
encouraging her to love that child and allow the child to 
see the light of day. I promised her the help she needed 
in her situation. Since I was new to the diocese, I had to 
scramble to find out what was available so I could direct 
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her to the right place for help. This experience made me 
realize that we, as a parish, needed to do something for 
these young women in difficult situations. We discerned 
that we were going to start a Project Gabriel outreach – 
a parish outreach program to women and families facing 
crisis pregnancies… We installed two big signs (one in 
English and one in Spanish) on the Church property 
with a contact number. Thanks be to God we received a 
lot of “business.” And the whole parish got on board. 
We had many drives for baby food, diapers, cribs – there 
was always a generous response from the parishioners 
and we were doing our part to help pregnant women in 
need. 
  
We are grateful for the many dedicated individuals involved 
with service, lobby and educational organizations in the pro-
life movement. We also need to affirm the women of the 
Silent No More Awareness Campaign, who stand with their “I 
regret my abortion” signs and the Feminists for Life and 
those who make the compelling argument that women 
deserve better than abortion. These are the people that the 
pro-choice or pro-abortion advocates fear most in their own 
attempts to present the image of abortion as positive and 
pro-woman.  
 
As a Church, we need to be compassionate with those who 
are contemplating an abortion and reach out to those who 
have had abortions.  To them we say, “The doors of the 
Church are open.”  We will never reject or condemn or cast 
them out.  We welcome them back to the peace, the mercy, 
the forgiveness of Christ.  To be pro-life means to be pro-
woman.  It doesn’t mean that we love the babies and we 
forget about the mothers.  We love them both.  We protect 
them both.  We welcome and care for them both. 
 



 5 

But we also need to proclaim the truth in love. Abortion kills 
a child. It harms women and it wounds families. This is why 
we are not afraid to boldly defend the dignity and life of every 
human person at every stage of development, especially the 
unborn. And we should never get discouraged. Every child 
saved is a victory worthy of gratitude. We don’t always see 
the fruits of our efforts, but if we are following God’s will and 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit on our hearts, we are 
making a difference and allowing God to use as his 
instruments.  
 
Look at the early Church in the Book of Acts – Saul was 
ravaging the Church, dragging off believers to prison and 
some were being martyred for the faith. But Christ’s disciples 
did not get discouraged. Such zealous apostles as Philip and 
other committed and faithful men and women responded to 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit to continue to evangelize, 
as Philip did in the first reading today which resulted in the 
conversion of a eunuch. And as the Good News was 
proclaimed more people were added to the number of 
believers. Saul himself was transformed as a result of His 
encounter with Jesus on the road to Damascus and became 
one of the great apostles of the early Church – proof that 
great conversions can and indeed happen even today, as 
has been the case with well-known pro-choice doctors and 
advocates who are now leaders in the pro-life movement.  
 
La vie est un don - nous sommes appelés à respecter toute 
vie humaine ... jeune ou plus âgé, à l'intérieur ou à l'extérieur 
du sein de la mère. Prions aujourd'hui pour une fin à 
l'avortement ... prions pour celles qui luttent avec la tentation 
d'avoir un avortement parce qu'elles sentent qu'elles n'ont 
pas le choix ... prions pour la conversion de ceux et celles 
qui ont participé à un avortement afin qu’ils puissent faire 
l'expérience de la miséricorde et de la guérison de Dieu.  
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Le Seigneur nous rappelle dans l’Evangile qu’il est le pain de 
la vie. « Je suis le pain vivant, qui est descendu du ciel ; si 
quelqu’un mange de ce pain, il vivra éternellement. » Grâce 
à l’Eucharistie nous sommes nourris du Corps et du Sang du 
Christ et nous entrons en communion avec Dieu qui est 
amour. Ce sacrement d’amour que nous célébrons y 
recevons exige que nous allions dans le monde comme 
sacrement d’amour pour témoigner de l’amour de Dieu pour 
les personnes les plus vulnérables et en difficulté. 
 
Prions en ce mois de mai, le moi de Marie, que notre Sainte 
Mère intercède auprès de son Fils pour toutes nos intentions 
et qu’on puisse être soutenus par le pain de vie dans cette 
Eucharistie et persévérer dans nos efforts en faveur de la vie 
humaine. 
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Star of the New Evangelization and 
Patroness and Protectress of the Unborn, Pray for us ! 


