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Torrents Of Grace

Seven Americans Receive an Eternal Inheritance

“Do manfully and be of good heart:
fear not, nor be ve dismaved ar their

sight: for the Lord thy God, He Himself

is thy leader, and will not leave thee nor
forsake thee"(Deur. XXXI, 6).

While 1992 has brought much to
disquiet the soul in todav’s world—eco-
nomic breakdown, increasing abortions,
riots in Los Angeles, etc.—the All-merci-
ful and All-powerful God in His ineffable
and infinite wisdom, has not abandoned
His few faithful children but continues 1o
bestow upon the United States and the
entire Mystical Body immense graces,
such as the ordination of seven voung
men to the eternal priesthood of Qur
Lord Jesus Christ—six in Winona on
June 20 and Father David Hewko at
Saint Mary’s Academy and College on
April 2]—each one a continual testimony
to the promise of Our Lord: "I am with
you HH II-H_T.T, EVen o ”i‘i‘ {'H”,‘,’HH‘HH{JHlf.i”
of the world”" (Mt XXVIII, 20).

The incredible abundance of Our
Lord's vivifving grace was striking at the
beautiful ceremony in Winona. Besides
the largest SSPX priestly ordination class
since the beginning of the Seminary in
the USA, three men were ordained to the
diaconate, with two bishops, thirty-one
priests, fourteen nuns, five brothers, and
four monks participating—all wimessed
by over 1,000 faithful representing twelve
countries and six conftinents,

Bishop Bernard Tissier de Mallerais
performed his first American ordination
and called Saint Thomas Aguinas Semi-
nary a “lighthouse for the Catholic
Church in America ... the spiritual cénter,
where vour priests are being trained in
the spirit of the Church, according to the
statutes of the Priestly Society of Saint
Pius X ..."

"And He heard my voice from His
Holy Temple: and my cry before Him
came into His ears” (Psalm XVII, 5-8).

PRIESTS FOREVER—Above, the newly ordained priests (front row, | to r); Fr. Benedict Van der Putten, Fairplay, Missouri;
Fr. Kenneth Novak, Downers Grove, llinois; Fr. Michael Harber, Fort Wayne, Indiana; Fr. David Nichols, Salem, New York; Fr.
Christopher Leith, Lonedell, Missouri; Fr. Stephen Stanich, East Chicago, Indiana,

ANOTHER CHRIST!

Orders;

(Left) The three new
deacons from [ to r:
Rev. Mr. Jorge Diaz,

El Paso, Texas; Rev. Mr.

burg, South Africa; Rev.
Mr. Louis Alessio,

sevy.

Fr. Kenneth Novak (Right)

receives the matter of Holy

Gerard Ockerse, Johannes-

West Parterson. New Jer-

“Teach ye all nations...”” vt xxviii, 19)

The Universal Church was well repre-
sented in Winona with priests from around
the globe. Following are words from a few:

SWITZERLAND—The 1992 ordina-
tions brought the Society’s fourth bishop to
the United States, Bishop Bernard Tissier
de Mallerais. Stationed at SSPX headquar-
ters in Rickenbach, Switzerland,
Bishop de Mallerais was delighted to be
performing his first ordinations in the Unit-
ed States. "It is an honor to perform my
first ordinations in America, by ordaining
six priests and three deacons, who are the
fruits of the persevering works of His

Bishop Tissier de Malleras

Excellency Bishop Williamson and his
colleagues.”

Bishop de Mallerais impressed upon the
ordinands the importance of the truths
which they would teach, preach and pre-
serve, “God 1s unchanging, God is holy,
God is spint and life. So, in the same way
you must uphold firstly the Catholic doc-
trine that 1s an unchanging doctrine, as
unchanging as God Himsell—which 1s for
all imes and all places—it is forever. Sec-
ondly, a truth which is holy, as holy as God
Himself; and therefore a truth free of any
mixture with error, with impurity or with

any liberal values. Thus, you will have to
fight against the errors and heresies with
the strength of the Holy Ghost and the help
of the Blessed Virgin Mary who is “terrible
as an army drawn up n battle” (Cant. VI,
9). This truth you must live, so that not
only your words, but also your life
becomes a living lesson for the laithful.
This truth will be your own salvation and
the salvation of those to whom you make it
known.”

SOUTH AFRICA—BIlazing the mis-
sionary trail is the Canadian-born Superior
of South Africa and Zimbabwe, Fr. Loren

(Continued on pg.4)
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FATHER DAVID NICHOLS

Fr. David Nichols was born inFlemington, New Jersey,
as a twin in a family of nine children. Raised in a rural ared, |
Fr. Nichols attended Catholic schools and enjoyed studying 4
foreign languages. At home the Faith was strong, with the |

FATHER DAVID HEWKO i
Of the more than 30 priests who assisted at the ordina-
tion ceremony, one had a particularly keen interest'in the
event, since. the class of ordinands @‘és his own. Fr. David
Hewko, the youngest of his seminary, class, was.to‘have been
ordained in the same eeremony ... thaf is, until a recent tirgent
need for a professor.at St. Mary's Academy dnd College
promipted the advancement of Fathér’s priestly erdination to
this past Easter Tuesday. Eight-priests and over 500 faithful
were present for the ceremony, the first ordination at St.
Mary's in 25 yeéars. It meant Pr: Hewko's trading in his posi- -,
tion as head sacristan-at the Seminary for the demanding duty
of assistant parish priest (at América’s largest society priory)
and college profcssor. In Tis first week of nilnistry, Father
administered the sacraments of baptism, gonfession,” Holy
Bucharist, matrimony,-and extreme unction, inclading the last
anointing of Father Victor Mroz, O:F.M:.. Cap.; a long-time
friend and associate of the Society, who died shortly afier
Fr. Hewko says fhat the work is demanding, but that it is
good and worthy labor, His joy was evident at having the
opportunity 1o be present at his former classmates’ ordination,
and it was-a meémorable sight to behold him in the line of

FATHER BENEDICT VAN DER PUTTEN

“ My Father is the Farmer” (Jn XV.-1). Fr. Benediet Van
Der Putten grew up on a Missouri farm and most-likely would
have followed in his father’s footsteps as a farmer. But- the
Father in Heaven had different plans. for His Servant. Meditat- -
ing on the Words of Christ, “Pray-ye therefore the Lord of the,
harvest, for the harvest indeed is great but the faborers are




family praying the Rosary together every day—o doubt a big
influence on the grace of his'vocation, . _

In 1985 Fr. Nichols and his iwin brother (now Brother
Gerard) decided to go on retreat at the Seminary in Ridge-
field, Connecticut. Father had-always beem aftracted to the
priesthood, but it was the encouragement of then Father
Williamson that convineed him to enter the Seminary and--
“give it a try.-Upon entering, he knew he had made the right
decision, and’he felt at home there ever since.” e

At the Seminary, Fr. Nichels was assigned the important
responsibility of being the Infirmarian: Known as “Dr. Dave”
by his fellow seminarians, he was always-very Kind to those -
in-need and would rfet deny the least saerifice to help an ailing
seminanan. Since be was gifted with a good singing voice, he -~ .
sang i the schola and pelyphony. choir and even fiddled on ..
the violin in his spare time. ' :

- Assigned now to England, Fr. Nichols'is very enthusias-
tic about his apostolate, especially the education of children
and rebuilding the lives of the faithful who are daily victim-
ized by the tragic modermn world. Sy

priests who, m&aﬂuﬂm other, imposed hands upon each of
the six-ordinands. Indeed, the first were last, as-six new priests -
joiried their jumor comrade in the Society’s sacérdotal ranks.
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© " As a-child, Fr. Van' Der Putten afténded Catholic elemen-
tary and’ high sehobls, and had some training under the late -
Fr. Nelson. After his parénts became dissatisfied with the "
“néw religion” taught af diocesan schools, Fr. Van Der Puttén -
and his brothers and sisters ‘were Home-schooléd. Later he
went to St. Mary's College and was évenfually made a house -
father. .~ ° -« b T G i T A 7 15

_ Soan afier, though, his desire (o enterinto the service of

God was folfifled: Bidding farewell to what the waorld had to
offer, Fr. Van Der Putten entered.the Society of St. Pris X |
Semiary, then inRidgefield, Connecticut. As a seminarian;
Fr. Van Der Putten was well-known for his good-humor and
vast fiterary knowledge (Having never had a.television mﬂu
house, he spent most of his free fime reading books). An
excellemt teacher, Fr. Van Der Putten was -assigned to-undef- -
take the weekly “?vlu.*-:iq'ﬁpp:jﬁciali_nn"'cla_ss al the Semi-
nary—a course designéd to deepen the seminarians’ knowl-
edge of music and art. - - . : ~ :

Fr. Van Der Putten is a strong advocate of large families,
being himself one of 13 children. Father hias beén assigned to
preach retreats at St. Ignatius Retreat House in Ridgefield;
Connecticut. -

few” (Mt IX, 38), Fr. Van Dér Putien realized that his future

I R .. . e




(Continued from pg.1)

Gerspacher. Despite severe financial diffi-
culties and the tense political situation in
South Africa, Fr. Gerspacher has started a
weekly newsletter and opened a new prio-
ry in Roodeport, S.A. The priory building
was big enough to house a school, so 13
rooms were partitioned off and a chapel
installed. The school will open in January,
1993, handling the first three grades of ele-
mentary school. Thanks in part to Fr.
Gerspacher’s efforts, South Afnica has pro-
duced three more vocations for the Semi-
nary starting next year. And help is on the
way in the form of soon-to-be-Fr. Van Der
Kerckhove, a native Belgian who will be
ordained in Econe and assigned 1o assist
Fr. Gerspacher.

NEW ZEALAND—Fr. Shane Johnson
of New Zealand attended the ordinations

Fr. Shane Johnson

this year, his first visit to Winona since he
was ordained at the end of 1989 in Aus-
tralia. Fr. Johnson, who was the first priest

ordamed from the Winona Seminary, says
things are going well “Down Under.” In
Wellington, the SSPX has recently
acquired the chapel of the old Sacred Heart
Girls” School. Although the building is in
disrepair, the 19th Century French Gothic
chapel is still in good condition. The Soci-
ety is also opening a primary school in
Brisbane. Fr. Johnson says that the number
of faithful in his parishes is steady with
only slight increases.

UNITED STATES—Fr. James Doran
has been very busy in Kansas City since he
was appointed Pastor of St. Vincent de
Paul Church last August. Besides his pas-
toral duties, Fr. Doran is also the Principal
of the school, which recently moved to a
renovated building next to the church.
Father 1s also the editor of The Angelus.
Currently the Angelus Press is reprinting
old favorites such as Liturgical Revolution
Il and 111, and the first volume of Apologia
Pro Marcel Lefebvre. The Angelus will
soon be doing all of the desktop publishing
in Regina Coeli House before sending it to
the printer. This will save the Angelus
Press thousands of dollars a year. Other-
wise things are going very well in the City
of Fountains. The school has grown by
one-third in the past year, and Father says
he sees someone new every Sunday.

INDIA—Fr. Bernard Nunes, 0.C.D.
from Mangalore Monastery in India,
preached the pre-ordination retreat to our
new priests. Bom 75 years ago in Bombay
he was first educated by Jesuits before
entering the Carmelite Order. Next vyear,

Fr. Bernard Nunes, O.C.D.

God willing, Father will celebrate the
occasion of his priestly Golden Jubilee.

In the retreat to our new priests, Father
emphasized the suffering and humility of
Our Lord - Priest and Victim. “Priests™, he
said, “must be willing to suffer the Way of
the Cross with Our Lord. They must fol-
low Archbishop Lefebvre who was an imi-
tation of Our Lord before Pilate. This
strength, a grace particular to saints, must
be the desire of all future priests.” Before
returning to India, Father will visit the
Carmelite sisters in Spokane, Washington.
He will also spend some time directing the
traditional Dominican nuns, as well as our
own Sociely sisters.

BRAZIL—On the evening of ordina-
tions, Fr. Fernando Rifan made a public
slide presentation in the seminary refectory

concerning the situation in Campos, Brazil.
Fr. Rifan was ordained in 1974 by Bishop
de Castro Mayer. When the Bishop was
relieved of his responsibilities in Campos
by Rome, Fr. Rifan was also turmned out of
his church. Ninety percent of the faithful,
though, followed the Bishop and Father
after the Roman Intervention.

Today, Father has over one thousand
children for catechism, and he is busy with
the construction of a new school and social
center for the thousands of poor Catholics
in his diocese. During his presentation,
Father referred to the relationship of Arch-
bishop Lefebvre and Bishop de Castro
Mayer which he said “was only possible
because of their fidelity to the true
Catholic faith.” During his stay in Ameri-
ca, Father will visit Society missions in
Chicago, Detroit, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia,
Farmingville and Glens Falls, New York.

Fr. Fernando Rifan

laking the Oath & Keeping the Faith

When Pope St. Pius X tackled the
heresy of Modemnism in 1907 with his land-
mark encyclical Pascendi Gregis, he pre-
scribed various means for checking the
growth of Modernism among the clergy
and for eradicating it from the Church.
Months later in his Motu proprio, Sacrorum
Antistitum, he issued a command that an
Oath Against Modernism be taken by virtu-
ally anyone who is given the care of souls.
Among the categories enumerated by the
Pope were confessors and preachers, pas-
tors, superiors of religious congregations,
professors in seminaries, and those to be
ordained to the subdiaconate. In each case,
the individuals would have to take the oath
before receiving orders, taking office, or (as
in the case of seminary professors) before
beginning their work each year.

The Pope gave orders that the Oath
was o remain 1n effect as long as the
“virus” of Modernism was still infecting the
Church. Many years after Pope Pius X had
administered the strong antidote to Mod-
ermism contained in Pascendi, it appeared
that Modernism had indeed gone away. In
reality it merely went underground, patient-
ly waiting for the day when it could safely
raise its ugly head. Unfortunately during the
intervening years, the Oath gradually fell
into disuse. Had it not, the Church might
not be in the mess it is in today.

The Society of St. Pius X, however,
knows the value of adhering to the Anti-
Modernist Oath and uses it more than the
minimum prescripions require. Here at the
Seminary the ordinands take the Oath before
receiving the three major orders of Sub-Dia-
conate, Diaconate and the Pniesthood.

The Oath 15 taken m a solemn ceremo-
ny on the night before ordinations. The ordi-
nands kneel at the altar before the Blessed
Sacrament, recile the Oath and then rise to
place their hand on the Missal while con-
summating their pledge of fidelity to the
integrity of the Faith. A document is then
signed, attesting to the fact that they have
taken the Oath and promise to live by it.

Following are key excerpts from the
Oath, designed to reinforce the Church’s
defenses against Modernism ...

[, N., firmly embrace and accept all
and everything that has been defined,
daffirmed, and declared by the unerring
Magisterium of the Church, especially
those chief doctrines which are directly
apposed to the errors of this time...

In the same manner | disapprove the
error of those who affirm that the faith pro-
posed by the Church can be in conflict with
history, and that Catholic dogmas, in the
sense in which they are now understood,
cannot be reconciled with the more authen-
tic origins of the Catholic religion...

[ disapprove likewise the method of

studving and interpreting Sacred Scripture,

The Anti-Modernist Oath is recited by the future priests and deacons. Here the
Rev. Mr. Louis Alessio swears his allegiance 1o the integral Catholic Faith, with
Fr. Goettler presiding.

I reject the heretical invention of the
evolution of dogmas, passing from one
meaning to another, different from that
which the Church first held...

I hold most certainly and profess sin-
cerely that faith is not a blind religious feel-
ing bursting forth from the recesses of the
subconscious, unformed morally under the
pressure of the heart and the impulse of the
will, but the true assent of the intellect to
the truth received extrinsically ex auditu,
whereby we believe what has been said,
attested, and revealed by the personal God,
our Creator and Lord, to be true on
account of the authority of God the highest
Truth...

which disregards the tradition of the
Church, the analogy of faith, and the norms
of the Apostolic See, and adheres to the fic-
tions of the rationalists, and no less freely
than boldly adopts textual criticism as the
only and supreme rule. Besides | reject the
opinion of those who hold that to present
the historical and theological disciplines
the teacher or the writer on these subjects
must first divest himself of previously con-
ceived opinion either on the supernatural
origin of Catholic tradition, or on the aid
promised by God for the perpetual preser-
vation of every revealed truth...

Finally, in short, [ profess to be utterly
free of the error according to which the

modernists hold that there is nothing divine
in Sacred Tradition...

So [ retain most firmly the Faith of the
Fathers, and shall retain it until the final
breath of life, regarding the certain gift of
truth, which is, was and will always be in
the succession of the episcopacy from the
Apostles, not so that what may seem better
and more fitting according to each one’s
period of culture may be held, but so that
the absolute and immutable truth preached
by the Apostles from the beginning may
never be believed otherwise, may never be
understood otherwise.

All these things | promise that I shall
faithfully, completely and sincerely keep
and inviolably guard, never deviating from
them in word or writing either while teach-
ing or in any other pursuit. So | promise, so
I swear, so may God help me in these
Gospels.

Seminary Professors
Take the Oath, Too.

At the beginning of each school year,
the professors here at the Seminary take the
Anti-Modernist Oath in a similar ceremony
performed in the Main Chapel in the pres-
ence of all the seminarians. This is done to
stress the importance of constant vigilance
against the wily influence of Modemism, in
which the Church and the world are mari-
nated.

Highly recommended by Bishop
Williamson is a careful reading—at least
once a year—of Pascendi. For only through
an in-depth understanding of Modernism
can a proper diagnosis of the disease be
made and a cure prescribed for our ailing
Church.,

If and when the hierarchy of the
Church regains its sensus fidei, the Anti-
Modermist Oath will undoubtedly come into
use once again so that an eternal vigilance
may be kept on this most devastating of
heresies. In the meantime, the Society of St.
Pius X will hold fast to the Anti-Modermnist
Oath in its ongoing mission to keep the
Faith,




